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The PREF ACE. 


Hat the Fealouſie of ſo many of the Servants of Chriſt bath been ſo exceeding” 
ly Awakned, and Enflamed by Mr. William's ſuſpiciows Attempts to 0b 


cure the Doftrin of the Free Grace of God in Chriſt, is 10 me a very great 
Prognoſtick of that Kingdom of Redemption drawing nigh, and that Philadel- 
phian Srate, to which Chrif hath opened a Door, which none can ſhut ; and they 
therefore, who are now neareſ to it are obliged by Chriſt to hold faſt his Word herein, 
that among all the Profeſſors of Proteſtancy, who hold it im this part ſo Tooſe, none- 
Phrould take their Crown, who are true Philadelphians. 

Hence it appears, that no more diſadvantagious a Time could have been Choſen out 
by thoſe, who would Eclipſe that *Glory of Free Grace, for their making an Attack or 
Impreſſion upon thoſe Dofrins, wherein it is concern'd, with Succeſs ; So I hope it does. 
appear ; No boypier time,when in this preſent Sardian State, there is but room for di- 

e concerning them, could have been ſmgled out for the Friends of it then now ; 
when ſo many zealous Maintainers and Defenders of it have openly ſhewn themſelves, 
and offered themſelves willingly ; ſhould I ſay, To help the Lord again{t the 
_—_ in the high Places of the Field-of rheſe Debates for ſo great Truths ? 

And indeed it is a duty on ſuch Occaſions, to Diſcover the Foundation of Error 
and Miſtake, even to the very Neck ; and if in this Search ſome Eos are to find out; 
and to bring wr the Scripture Treaſury, not only Things Old, but New ; 1 hope, 
none will be offended ; ſeeing as it is a duty at all times, ſoit is more hopeful ſo near the 
day dawning,and theDay-ſtar ariſing,ſuch humble Offers ſhould 10t be accounted fool- 
3ſb Fires; but ſome Beams and Rays of that Light, that ſhall appear more and more to 
the perfe day. 

In the mean Time, I have made it my earneſt Endeavor not only to preſerve herein 
the Analogy of Faith, but to offer as a Rey, and Clue in all theſe Diſputes theſe Five 
grand Principles. 

I. The whole of our Salvation is from God, through God, by God, and ſo to: 
God. From God in the Majeſty of the Father, through the Mediation of the Eternal 
Word, and Son of God by the Efficacy -of the Eternal Spirit, to the Praiſe of the- 
Glory of his Grace All in All. Thus the Divine Being is the Father of Lights 
with whom is no Variation or ſhadow of Turning, not 'only' in his own Perfettion, 
but ahvays looking full on his Ele&. 

2. That the Manifeſtationof this Salvation by that mighty Power, and Efficacy 6f 
the Spirit, is in the due Times and Seaſons, and in the juſt order, really and effetually 
veſted in the Spirits of the Elef?, and ſo joins their ſeveral Faculties, and ſo the Att» 
on and Converſation, according to all that is ſpoken of in Scripture. 

3. That the Law is the irrepealable ſtandard of all, that Man bimfelf is to 4o, whe- 
ther imprinted on Man in the very Creation, or revealed further by God in any afier © 
Manifeſtation of bis Will; which the Goſpel, as occaſion requires, takes int» its ow's 
hand, and makes uſe of; and whatever is to be found in ns according to the Go/pel, the 
Law lays its Sanitions upon it. : 

4- The Goſpel Commands nothing; if ſtrictly and properly taken 3 Requires nitLing, 
Command: nothing, that yet it declares, muſt be in us in an{wer to it ſelf; nor that it 
declares, muſt , and ſhall be ins according to the Law ; but it making u of the Jar, 
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as ts all the Commanding part; It ſelf gives, and conveys all, as being the Covenant 0 
Grace, from the Father through Chriit,the Son of the Father im Grace and Trut 
by the Holy Spuit. 

5. The Judgment of Chriſt is according to the Law, anſwered thus by the Goſpel, as 
the Covenant of Grace, in Relation to bis own Elett Children, Members, and Ser- 
wants; written in the Lambs Book of Life by the Fathers Ele&ion from the Foun- 
dation of the World; and in Relation to the Non-Ele&t : His Judgment is accord- 
ing to the law of Righteouſneſs, imprinted on the Hearts of Men; and according to that 
Law obliging, upon any Manifeſt ations, or Intimmations of the Goſpel revealed to them, 

Whoever then keeps theſe great Principles as @ Pole- ſtar in bis Eye, ſhall find bim- 
ſelf guided by them in all the various Diſputes of them; and not fall ;nto either of theſe 
great Errors the Apoſtle James warns w againſt, of {aying; when we are Tempted, we 
are Tempted of God, who caunot be Tempted of Evil; neither Tempts any one; Nor the 
ſecond like to it, viz, Not to be ſenſible =_ good Gift, every degree of good, much 
more every perfett Gift is from Above ,and does not riſe up,but comes down. TY 

Therefore above all ; the Aſſiſtances of the Divine Spirit guiding Us into all 
Truth, and bringing every thing into our Remembrance I moſt humbly be- 
ſeech for them, and for my ſelf, and therein beg the Prayers of All, who ſhall Read 
with any Approbation this ſhort Diſcuſſion of theſe Truths, 
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(1) 


A Right State of Goſpel Truth, Preſented to My. Williams ; 
Occaſion'd by ſome Aſſertions of his (fo called) Defence of 
Goſpel Truth. 


Have upon the View and Conſideration of the Reverend Mr. Williams his 
Defence of Goſpel Truth, and the many excellent Confeflions of the te 
Grace of God, wherein we ſtand, therein found ; Thought it neceſlary for 
my ſelf as in a low, and humble Capacity, yet having appeared, as a 
Reconcller upon the Account of the Sermons of Dr. Criſp; not to come forth 
as a Diſputant, much lefs as a profeſſed Adverſary, but as a Reconciler of 
ſome of the Collateral, and Derivative Branches, of that Grace and Truth , 
I find in that Diſcourſe, to their Principals ; and to Prune, what ſeems not 
to be ſo Reconcilable, that the Whole may be ſeen in its Order, and Beauty. 

And herein I Labour to avoid, not perſonal Refle&ions, I am out of the 
Temptation of them, where I Profeſs Honour and Eſteem only ; but of any 
Aculeate Animadverſions on, or Encounter with particular Expreſlions, 
wherein the Fundamental Intereſts of Truth are not lodged, or-concerned, 
but I have ſer my ſelf to Eſtabliſh thoſe grand Points of Golpel Truth , which 
I am perſwaded ought at all times to be ſetin a clear and full Light ; on all 
Juſt Occaſions, in the moſt ſtated, and Solemn Diſcourſes ; and at all other, 
times ſo interwoven ; That they may ſhine out and give their Light both to 
Prayer and Preaching ; While there is juſt room and ſcope yet -left for all 
thoſe Scriptural Expatiations into Inſtrution, Exhortation, Expoſtulation, 
Reproof, as Methods'of Dire&tion into the ways of Righteouſueſs ; but ſtill fo, 
as they may be enlightned by theſe Springs of Goſpel Light, Truth and 
Grace, which I am now undertaking to. Conciliate them unto. 

This I have endeavoured in the moſt plain, and perſpicuous Method : And 
ſo that whatever may appear in Mr. William's Book of a contrary Sentiment, 
and Inclination ; may be comprehended fo, as to be refolved in ſome Caſes 
of Doubt, in others Foreprized, or Guarded againſt ; not to ſay, Anſwered. 

And herein I have made it my Buſineſs to leve! the Ditcourſe to theſe Heads, 
or Points. BY 

I, To ſtate the Geſpe] Doin concerning the Eternal Councils of God, with F 
Relation to all his Ele&, who, are the principal Concernees in all theſe 
Points; Yet with neceſſary Reſped to all others, fo far eſpecially, as what is 
{aid of others or in Generah, is neceſſary to be conſidered ; as Iluiftrating theſz 
things with Relation to the Ele. 

2.'T have madc an Eſſay upon that nobleſt Point of Debate ; How far the 
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Law upon irs own Authority neceflarily, and indiſpenſibly falls in with, Ra- 
tifies, and confirms the Power, and Authority of the Goſpel; And how far 
the Goſpel finds neceffary to it felf, and to its great Ends ; not to make woid, 
but to Efabliſh the Law : And whether upon all this, the Goſpel can by it 
ſelf be properly ſtiled « Law ; which I on great Reaſdn make our in the Ne- 
ative. 1 | 
, 3. I have offered great proof, that the Faith. Repentance, Sandificetion, and 
Good Works the Goſpel requires cannot be juſtly deemed, or taken for Con- 
ditions, or Qualifications, but are Efluxes, as from Ele&ing Loxe, and Grace 
ſo from the Righteouſneſs, and Death of Jeſus Chriſt, and his ViRorious Re- 
ſurre4ion, through which the Holy Spirit is given, and. are as free, as Ele#ion, 
and 7uftification Themſelves; When they are conſidered in ſtri&t Relation to 
the Elef, however in Relation to the Non-Ele&, or as generally ſpoken of, 
They may put on ſuch Notions, or Repreſentations, as of Conditions or 
Qualifications, 

4. I have endeavored to Hlluſtrate the Procedureof the Day of Fudgment to 
be ſo deſcribed in Scripture, that the Primary and Supream Repreſentations, 
and that ſubordinate all others to themſelves, are moſt exactly agreeable to 
the Free Grace of the Goſpel ; not as a Law, nor requiring any Qualifications, 
or Conditions, with Relation to the Ele#, but as gloriouſly appearing with its 
own Produc, and Effe&, as ir ſhall be made to appear the Glorious Goſpel of . 
the Bleſſed God, and by the appearance of Jeſus Chriſt with his Saints, in 
whom he will be glorified, and adtnired at that day. | 

E begin with the firſt{ And ſecing I dire& this Conciliatory Diſcourſe to 
them, whom I ſuppoſe to ackaowltedge with me an Ele&n of a certrin 
Number to Salvation, and Glory, Imake this Appeal to them. 

Are there not in Scripture higheft Afﬀertions of Eternal Lowe, and Grace, 
Independent upon Qualifications, and Conditions in them, who ſhall be 
made- Partakers? Do not all ſtand in a Frame and Connexion.? Ele&ion, 
Calling, Fuſtification, Wiſtlom, Righteouſnef, Sanfification, and Redemption ? All 
as free, and as certain, the one as the other, | | 

Ic is true ; the Wiſfom of God hath fo contrived, and ordered this Preach- 
ing the Goſpel; That it is to be publiſhed promiſcuouſly tothe Noxn-Ek# with 
the Ele?#, and ( asI may fay ) to Probe for the Ele#, and to draw them 
out with Efficacy, and Power, by the Spirit joining with the Word. 

I: is alſo moſt true ; Theſe cannot be apply'd to particular Perſons, but as 
Elefing Grace fingles them out by Calling, Sprinkling the Blood of Chriſt 
07 their Hearts, and Saxtification ; but they are always True concerning th 
who!e Number, and Body ; and fo concerning every fingle Perſon ; And 
they may, and ought to be openly Aﬀerted, and Maintained in Doarin, 
and alſo to be olfered in Preaching, and Publication of the Goſpel, as occaſi- 
02 Requires, to invite, and draw Souls, by ſo free Abſolute, and Indepen- 

Gent 2 Grace declar'd to Loſt Man in all, the” Ele&ion of God ; And who 
Eg0ws, . but it may draw this, and that particular Perſon in a Congregation; 
an 


of Goſpel Truth, 5 
and therbfore'wih great hopes of Divine Co-Operation', It ought to be as 
other Truths, Promulged : And'I doubt not, when God opens the Mouths 
- of his Servants in'the boldeft and frankeſt Declarations of Truth, as he will; 
when the as *ewere www Song ſhall be learnt, and fo taught by the 144000 on 
Mount 8ion with the Fathers Name on their Foreheads ; it thatl be S:aled, with 
the greateſt Number of Converts, 43- it was 'in Perer's Sermon, offering that 
Grace {which thing T humbly dectare-my elf robe waiting for, as the great 
Conſolation of Iſrael. | EAN og 

And there are-undeniably many great Scriptures, that-ſet ont the freeſt, 
moſt abfolute and Independent Grace, throughout our Salvation from firſt 
to laſt, as Patterns or Exemplars of all Scripture ; ſuch as ; Before the Children 
bad done either Good, or Evil,” That the Parpdfe of God according to Elefion might 
ftand ; Who worketh all things atcording-to the Council of bis own Will; tothe Praiſe 
of the Glory of bus Grace ; Who hath called us with an Holy Calling ; not according 
to Works, but according to hu Purpoſe; not of Works, but of him that Calleth ; 
Mathew the Publican was called from the Receipt of Cuſtom. The Apoſtle Paul 
in the height of Perſecution, that he'might be a Hyporypoſis, a Pattern, 

Hoe everyone that Thirſteth, come without Mony, and without Price. The Son 
of Man came to ſeek, and' to ſave that which is oſt; T am found of them that 

bt me not ; I came not to call the Righteous, but -Sinners to'Repentance ; Being 
uſt ified freely by bas Grace, '8&&C. who Believeth on him who iubifech the Ungodhy : 
Publicans and Harlots go into the Kingdom of Heaven before you. 

Now it is moſt Evident, the Setlonment of hole Salvation in the Eternal 
Councils of God is moſt free, abſolute; independent, without -having any Re- 
ſpect to having done Good or Foil, and 1o of Grace, and in fach an Oppoſition 
to Forks $ that here and indeed througtiout $i Grace, and Works do ſo Re- 
move one another, that they cannot conſiſt in'an equal Domination, bur ei- 
ther Grace muſt ceaſe to be Grace, or Works ceaſe-to be Works ; One of them 
muſt loſe its very. Genws, or Nature : Seeing then, none can ſo much, as 
dare to. deny : The Goſpel gives the Preheminence to Grace ; It is a Necefli- 
ty accordihgato the ſo poſitive and peremptory Arguing of the Apoſtle, Roms. 
11.6, Works muſtſubmit and fall-under Grace. - | 

If fo, it moſt neceflarily” follows ; Works foreſeen muſt be as much exclu- 
ded, as if they could be ſuppoſed preſent ; For elſe Works had the Primiere 
Aſcendency; And ſeeing the Scripture aſcribes All to Gracezeither Grace had not 
been grace, .or Works not Works, or All is Grace, and Works done by Grace 10 
inherent; and Reſident inus, as hot-to be in\'Chriſt, as the Sun, and Fountain, 
from © which it every [moment flows';z 'as much ſhut our, as Works done by 
that Rectitude of Nature-God at. fff gave to'Man; fo that they could be 
neither a Condition nor Qualification foreſter by Eleting Grace, and fo' move- 
ing God to Elet# ; But Works are Be#ed to and not for, or upon ; As the A- 
poltles expreſs Dodtrin affiires ; For God hath Choſen us im Chriſt ; That we 
ſhould be Holy, and without Blame before him in Lowe, Eph. 1. and good Words are 
fere powers pb the ary oy meme ; Eph. 2: For us, That we ſhould walk 
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4 A Right. Staje. 
/n the, or God hath fore-prepared for good Works, that from himſelf they ſhould be; 


He hath provided them a Being 1n their very ſelves, as well as in us, and that 
we ſhould walk inthem. He hath alſo Fore-prepared ; And ſeeing this Fore-pre- 
paration even of Works,is notof Works,leſt any Man ſhould boaft it muſt beof Grace 
even as much,as Ele&ion : Otherwiſe Work is no more Work,or Graceis no more 
Grace, if Works are not throughout of: Grace... If you fay ; Then #ork is not 
ork ; I Anſwer, It is much. more. ſuitable to the Goſpel, Work ſhould loſe 
its Nature into Grace, than Grace into Fork, But ſtill the preciſe Na- 
ture of Works and Grace remain diſtin in their Abſtraft Conſideration 
Yet It is moſt true : Work is comprisd by Grace ; For in every Work we are 
his Forkmanſbip, which is of Grace. } | 

And indeed, Thus it muſt needs. be ; 'For-upon the Infinite Fore-knowledge 
of God He Predeſtinated in whole,, and not in parts,..to. the Conformity to the 

Image of his Son.; whatever then is in. the' Image of hu Son, + One thing as well 
a5 the other, He hath Predeffinated unto, Rom, 8. and fo Eph. 1. He hath Pre- 
deſtinated unto the Adoption of Children by Feſus Chriſt : Whatever we are Pre- 
deſtinated unto therefore, is Eſſential to the being Children of God by Adop- 
tion, in and according to Chrilt, as in one entire ſum Predeſtinatedto, and as 1n 
one AR of God upon his Fore-knowledpe ; and then there is a Diſtribution 
into its diſtin Heads, fitted to our Uaderſiandings, Calling, Fuſtification, 

Glory; and every Head is as Free, and as Certain, one, as Another : That 
which in the Manifeſtation in time comes alter, as that which went before ; 
For each ſingle Head of Salvation was by it ſelf ſingly, and diſtin&ly deter- 
mined by God, as well as the whole Contexture or:the Order of each Head: 
I call them Heads; Becauſe each is a whole, and not apart, each is of that 
Worth and Dignity, that It cannot fall fo low, as a ition, or Qualificati- 
en, or Means, in Reſpe& to, or with Relation to any other of thoſe Heads. 

So that thoſe entire, ſupream,'abſolute, and moſt acknowledged, and Inde- 
pendeut Acts of God. His Fore-knowing a Number of Perſons,and Predeſtinating 
them to the Adoption of Children,by making them Conformable to the Image of 
bis Son, being laid in the Foundation; according to his Eternal Love, and 
Grace, the Arche-Type or firſt Ememplar of all; we may find each of thoſe 
Heads coming forth in its diſtin& and ſingle Dignity. 

As firſt ke did according to his own: Grace, Purpoſe; Will, and Determine z 
SuCh, as he hath Fore known, and Predeſtinated to be Conformed to his Son, ſhould 
come to his Sox upon no either -fortuitous or ſupreamly Free uſe of their own 
7741, or Aftuation of their Powers by their own Work, but upon the certain; 
cincacious: Call from himſelf in. his: Word, and. an Inſtin&, or Implantation 
of #;/dcm trowing from himſelf in - Chrift,- that Original #5/dom ; all their 
Intellefual Powers ſeeing Him, and their applying Faculties cleaving, and 
uniting to Him ; Now this. is ſtiled Vocatian, or Calling.. Ard it is Abſolute, 
and by it ſelf, and worthy to be ſo; And as. It Firſt and muſt needs be ſo in an 
intellet;ucl Salvation .; and, as fo diftin& from San#ification, it is:called H#i/zom; 
{. Cor, 1. S0 there 15 no one Head, that is more ſpecially aſcribed to Grace, 
ain to Purpoſe, than it i”, Rom, 8.2, Ting, 1, called according to purpoſe, Called with a 
Holy 


of Goſpel Truth. FOO 
Holy Calling, not according to our Works, but according to his own Purpoſe, and 
Grace, which was given us in Feſ:s Chriſt before the World began, not of Works, 
but of him that Calleth. 

And why is this Head of Calling kept ſo diſtin, even from Juſtification, 
and Sandifeation, and ſo aſcribed to true Grace ; Is it, becauſe ir is indeed a 
Condition of all the Reſt ? No, becauſe it includes the certainty of all the 
Reſt; and all others certainly join themſelves; and therefore It is as much, as 
any, or, if it could be, more, aſcribed to Grace. 

2. God hath Choſen a People, whom he Fuſtifies, and makes Righteous, and 
Pardons freely in Chrift, and by the Imputation of his Righteouſneſs ; and in 
whom the Glory of ſo great a Righteouſneſs ſhall appear, as the Righteonſneſs of 
God mm Chriſt : This'is then Abſolute, and by ir felt. 

3. God hath Choſena People to be Holmeſs to Fehoval in-Chrift our San+ 
&ification. And this is alſo ſo worthy a Head, as to be determined ſingle, and 
for its own own fake ; as who will deny ? 

4. God hath Choſen Children, who ſhall be Conformed to the Image of his 
Son in Glory, who is in us the = of Glory, Colol. 1. 27. And this is it ſelf fo 
Bleſſed, and Worthy a Point, that-it may be conſidered by it ſelf ; As all will 
readily grant. 

It is true,None of thoſe can be One,without the Other,but that They moſt 
neceſſarily implicate, 'infer, and include One the Other ; Yet there is not 
One of Them, bue Scripture ſpeaks of it ſingly 3 Not only becauſe I includes 
the Other, but becauſe It is worthy to be alone in the Eye of God, and to 
be the Supream Point of his Eternal Council ; 'wherein ic can be conſidered, 
as Diſtin& ; 'as how often are the Fore known, Predeſtinated, Ele&ed, ſpoken 
of, without any thing elſe ? The People whom he Fore-knew, Rom. 1 r. 1. Knows 
ing Brethren your Ele&ion of God ; The Lord knows them that are his ; Predeſtina- 
ted according to the Council of him, 2ho worketh all Things after the Council of hit 
own Will : \0 of Juſtification Scripture ſpeaks often by it elf; In him ſhall al 
the Seed of \1ſrael-be Fuſtified, and Glory ; Fuſtified by bis Grace 3\ and fo through- 
out, Rom. c. 3, c. 4, c. 5. Galat. 3. 6. So of Santtification ; Inheritance among them 
that are Santtifred ;' He hath for ever Perfefted them that are Santtified ; So of Glo+ 
Ty; Written mm the Lamb's Fook of Life from the Foundation of the World ; And 
another Book was Opened, which was the Book of Life ; Heirs of Life, bringing 
many Sons to Glory ; an exceeding great, and Eternal eight of Glory. | 

Now if this were Conſidered, It would take away much of the Diſpute 
about Conditi6ns, and Qualifications. Secing every Link of the Golden Chain, 
is it ſelf a Jewel of ineſtimable Value, and- hath in. ic felt che Ociency, and 
Riches of all the Other. 

Yet notwithſtanding ; It is to be freely acknowledged, that God for the 
Manifeſtation of his own Grace, hath fetled an Order, and Connection, but 
not ſo as to leflen the Dignity of any Head below che Worthinels ic hach, 
in the Eternal Council of God to be one Head with the Other ; and were 
It not, even as all the Other ; Freely 2iwen of God,. according to the Riches ofi 
bis Grace ; Take any One of them, iunat fooms fitrelt ro be look'd upon, as 
al 
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2 Quaiihoation, or Condition ; and it would as much deſerve, to have ſome 


Qualification, Means, or Condition found out for it, as any of thoſe, which 


ieem -g Removed from being ſo,and to which Any of the Other may ſeem 
to be lo. | 

But not in a Secondary Conſideration, but equal with the Firſt ; Al This 
is to be Conſidered in Chriſt, the Image to which All is to be. Conformed ; 
The Eternal Lowe of God is in Him 5 Calling is to and in Himz The Righye- 
2wſreſs of Chrift is imputed to us; Holineſs is derived from Chriſt, not onl 
by one A of San#ification, but by a continual Efflux from Him, our Head, 
and Root 3 Even as it is through his whole Meritorious, and Efticacious San- 
Hification of himſelf, that we are San#ified, John 17. our Glory is ſeeing Him, 
as He is ; being made like to Him, Appearing with Him in Glory, in the Beams 
falling from his Glory, Encompaſling and Filling us with his Lygbr. 

Now as All tab are in Him for us, as the Head and Foutain and Exam- 
ple; One as well as the Other; without any Notion of Condition, or Quali- 
fication, or Means; and ſo They are to be look'd upon therefore in Saints; 
And ſo He ftood in Eternity before God in that Everlaſting Covenant, where- 
in All was ſettled in Him, as the Exemplar, Head, and Root of the Church ; 
and not only ſo, but as a Mediator,Surety,and Teſtator ; upon the Foreſight of 
Man, a fallen, Loſt, Sinful Nature, out of which the Ele&# are recovered by 
Chriſt, as fuch Mediator, Teftator, and Surety. | 

Now if this Eternal Settlement had the Solemanity, and Sanction of a Cove- 
ant ; For ſo the Apoſtle tells us ; There was an Everlefing Covenant in ChriS. 
And if All be ſettled thus by an Everlaſting Covenant, It muſt be in the ſame 
Eternity, wherein the grace and purpoſe of God was; whatever then was ſet- 
tled in that purpoſe,and Council was Eſtabliſhed in, and by that.Covenant ; and 
ſo muſt ſtand Bat for ever : And the Apoſtle there inſtances a Paint, that 
One would be as ready to ſuppoſe a Condition, or Qualification, as any what- 
ever : And yet he makes it a Point ſettled by the Ewerisſting Covenant z wit. 
To be made Perfett in every good Work, to do his Will z awd the Working what- 
ever is well pleaſing in the ſight of God, What can be more ſuppoſed.zo be a 
Condition, or a Qualification, than theſe Things? andthe Apoſtle enough 
aſlures us; Theſe were ſettled by the Everlafting Covenant, becauſe He prays 
to Him, that brought again from the Dead the Shepherd of the Sheep by the 
Blood of the Everlaſting Covenant, to make perfeft in every Good work ; Now as It 
is moſt obſervable ; The Spirit of God ſingles out thoſe Attributes of God, 
that are moſt enforcive of a gracious Anſiver ; ſeeing then God bringing back 
the Shepherd of the Sheep by the Blood of the Ewerlaſting Covenant, is choſen as 
moſt moving of God in Prayer for the making perfet}, &c. It ſhews, there' is 
a like certainty of the Everlaſting Covenant availing to Perfect Saints, that there 
was in bringing Chriſt back from the Dead : The lame for the Shepherd, and the 
Shcep ; One trom the Grave, dying for Sin; the Other from the Death of Sin. 

Now then, it there was ſuch. an Everlaſting Covenant in Chiiſt, ( For It 
mult be as Old as the Purpeſe, and Grace in Chrilt) That may'be moſt intallibly 

argued, 
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argued. That there can be no Change: For as the Apoſtle faith, 7g I 
be but a Mans Covenant ; Yet if it be Confirmed ; no Man diſansl/eth, nor addeth 
thereto ; And this (ſaith He) T ſay ; The Covenant that was before Confirmed of 
Ged to Chriſt ; The Law that was Four hundred Years after cannot diſanul, Galat. 
$. 16. I 

Now how much higher will the Argument run concerning the Everlaſting 
Covenant ; If every Link of the Chain of Salvation was equally Settled and 
Eſtabliſhed, that it ſhould be freely given, and moſt certainly Given ; No 
after Model, nor manner of pronuſcuous, univerſal Preaching of the Goſpel, 
can add to, or take from the Everlaſting Covenant, ſettled berween God, and 
Chriſt ; that every part of Salvation ſhould not be as unchangeably Conſer- 
ved, and Secured by God in Chriſt; One as Another ; nor turn any part in- 
to Condition, and Qualification, or, fo much as a Means on our parts; on 
which any thing Relating to Salvation ſhould be dependent, any Law or 
Uſage of Scripture ſpeaking to the contrary, in any wiſe notwithſtanding, 

For to this Standard-Covenant mult every Thing be Reduced, Adjuſted, 
and Reconciled ; when the Goſpel according to the Univerſal Preaching re- 

uires Faith, and Repentance, Holineſs, and Obedience, 25 Qualifications, and Con- 
itions ; This Publication of the Goſpel reduced to the Everlaſting Covenant 
muſt be Interpreted in Relation to the Ele#, ſo,that Faith, and Repentance may 
be underſtood to be no Qualifications, Conditions, or Means as on our Parts, 
nor dependent on us, but as Free and Abſolute Gift to us,though in us, and Ri- 
ſing as from us, when fo given to us; and ſo Scri _ ſpeaks oiten to the ſame 
urpoſe ( as is after to be ſhewn ) For All was both diſtinly, and together 
ettled, and Eſtabliſhed in the ſame Eternal Council, and under the SanRian, 
and unmoveable Confirmation of an Everlaſting Covenant; whom he Prede- 
ſtinated, He Called, He Juſtified, He Glorified 3 All in one and the fame Eter- 
ty in regard of Council, in regard of Covenant, All was then paſſed; and 
Chriſt Enfeoffed in All for us, however to be fuifilled in the Order of Time, 
appointed by God with Chrift. | 
o fay then, it the Ele& do not Believe, and Repent, They ſhall be Damned; 
I muſt confeſs, may receive ſome Countenance trom the Apoſtic Paul's ſay- 
ing to the Company, that Sailed with him to Rowe concerning the Shipmen, 
Acts 28. 21. 31. J4. Except theſe abide in the Ship, ye cannot be Saved; when by a 
Prior Oracle He had aſſured them : That there ſhould not be the loſs of any 
Marrs life, but only of the Ship, which certainly included all the neecflary 
Meays of Preſervation ; and fo of the Shipmens being kept in the Ship ( thar 
being {ach a Means) before-determined; and fo the Apoſtle returns to the 
firſt Certainty, There ſhall not a Hair fall from azy of your Heads, 

Thus in Prefling Faith, and Repertance, it may very well be fail; Except ze 
believe, and Repent, You ſhall certainly Periſh 5 But concerning the EL, it may 
be ſaid, You ſhall certainly be Saved, as he that Repents, and Believes, {h:1 bs 
Saved. For they ſhall certainly Repent, and Believe, ani} bs Saved; And T 
find not the Scripeure is 2c to ipeak (to allude to tl:ar of the drch- Ange? 
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Y#de ) on any Suppoſal whatever of the Elefts being Damned ; but as witlr 
a Reverence of Ele#ion it ſays ; To deceive, if poſlible, the very Ek ; and, 
except Thoſe Days had been ſhortned : No Fleſh could be Saved, but for the Elefs 


foke, Thoſe Days ſhall be ſhortned. For the Foundation. of God ſFandeth ſure having this 


Seal; the Lord knoweth Them,that are His: This is the Supream,or Sovereign Seal; 
And. Ic carries the Exhortation, importing the other Seal, along with it, Let 
him that nameth the Name of Chriſt depart from Iniquity ; For that Opry rey 
Taiquity is ſettled equally by way of 'Gift in the Everlaſting Covenant, and not 
by way of Condition, or Limitation ; -but by the ſame Erernal Council Cove- 
nant, and Free Gift upon it, even. as F# \fation, or Glorification, One is as 
free and as Indefailable as the Other, and as Self-ſubſiſtent, without depend- 
ance upon our ſelves, or upon one another ; One as the Other ; ſaving yet the 
Wiſlom of the Divine Order; And no after manner of Speaking can Turn 
Gods, Hath Called, hath Fuſtified, hath Glorified into Conditional, Dependent, 
and Incertain, no more, then his Fore-knowledge or Predeſtination into Condi- 
tional, or Incertain. 

I therfore deny any of the Graces, or Duties, Required by the Goſpel can be 
in ſuprears Senſe called eigher Condition or Qualification,. with Relation to 
anv other part of Salvation, or Dependance on our As ; When we ſpeak of 
tizm whom Scripture ſtiles, The E/e&1on. 

Head 2, I come now to the Second Head, which I ſtile a noble Queſtion, 
whether the Goſpel canby it ſelf be ſtiled a Law; according to which Believers 
are Tuſtified. {nel but upon the very point of Believing, or in that they 
have Believed and Repemted, and Obeyed that Law, of the New-Covenant, or the 
Covenant of Grace, and with Sincerity ( though not to Perfe&ion) all the 
Holy Laws, and Rules of it. And this I undertake the Negative of ; That it 
ought not to be ſtiled a Law. 

And that this Principal Qeſtion may be duly ſtated, I muſt firſt lay down 
that moſt Prime Conſideration, both of the Goſpel, and Covenant of Grace, and 
alſo of the Law, as an Everlaſting Covenant of Righteouſneſs, and how theſe Two 
both Confpire in the Eternal Salvation, and Bleſſedneſs of the Ele ; and yet 
how they do, in ſome Critical, or,'( as I may fo call them ) Nodal Points op- 
poſe, and Eclipſe, one the other. 

It is menielf from Scripture, by what hath been already faid, that the Firſt 
and Supream Point in the Council of God is the Purpoſe, and Grace of havin 
many Sons aming the Children of Men, whom He would bring to Glory, and mel 
Conformable to the Image of his Son, and 1o as to be Holy, and without Blame be- 
fore Him in Love ; All which was Eſtabliſhed in Chriſt, the Eternal Sox #f God, 
the Eternal Sen of His Love ; and io this Decree, and Purpoſe is properly called 
Une Adoption of Children. 

Ven this was Decreed by God, the Creation of theſe Heirs of Life muſt 
n2eds be,and fo of the whole Humane Nature,nauit needs be ſuppoſed to ſtand 
betore, and to the Eye of God : in that Decree as Created : and therefore 
there muit be by any that would diſtiz&ly, and ſtedfaftly Underſtand thef 

Points 
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Points a moſt intent, and due Conſideration, of what Scripture hath Reveal- 
ed to us, Concerning the Firſt Creation of Man. 

1. It muſt then be acknowledged, that Communication of the Divine Glo- 
ry in the Creating an Intellectual, and Immortal Spirit, and in Righteouſneſs, 
and True Holineſs, (the moſt lively Expreflions of the Divine Being to us) and 
ſo to be Happy, and Glorious, and Bleſſed in the Enjoyment of Himſelf, in 
2 Perfecion'of Holineſs, and Righteouſneſs, is the Supream Scripture Account 
of Creation ; and It becomes the Immutable, and Unchangeable Law upon 
Man ; that can no more vary, nor alter, than the very Being of God: and 
therefore in that great Relation, wherein: Jeſus Chriſt ſtood in the Creation of 
Man : It is ſaid, 1 Cor. 11. 3. God is the Head of Chriſt, and the Man ( eſpect- 
ally, as we ſhall preſently ſee, intending Chriſt ) is the Image, and Glory of 
God,Chrift ſpeaking of himſelf even as Mediator in the human Nature, He ſays; 
My Father is greater than I : while as Mediator in the Divine Nature, He thought 
it no Robbery to be Equal with God, John 14. Phil. 2. This is the Primo-Prime, 
as may be ſaid, Foundation of Holineſs, and Happineſs; To Know and En- 
joy the only True God. Which Scripture calls the Glory of God, 2 Cor. 4. as 
Firſt in Nature, and is before the Face of Chriſt ; And the Praiſe of thi Glory is 
Sovereign, even to Elefijon in Chriſt, Eph. 1. Of this Glory Man is fallen ſhort, 
or become deſtitute, Rom. 3. 23. by Sin. But neither Sin nor Redemption can 
bring down this Higheſt Glory ; For notwithſtanding Sin, and even Hell it 
felf, An Immortal Incellodual Spirit is eternally Obliged: and Redemption is 
Bringing or Reſtoring to God, and to an Acceſs to the Father ; as Jeſns Chriſt 
in all his Mediatory Diſcourſes moſt fully declared, and his Apoſtles after him; 
and. as all along the PO of God is 1n Chriſt's Kingdom, So It is at laſt deli- 
wvered up to God, All in Al: Which I lay in the Foundation, to ſhew the abſo- 
lute Excellency, Perfe&tion, and Immutability of the Divine Law of Creation; 
ſtanding in Participation of, and Conformity to the Divine Nature in Holineſs, 
for the Participation alſo of its Bleſſednels, both which are the Glory of God. 

2. It is much:to:be Conſidered, and deeply Pondered ; What Scripture fo 
often ſays of Man' being made in the Image of God, This Image of God, Jeſus 
Chriſt is moſt poſitively affirmed to be, 2 Cor. 4. Colof. 1. He x the Image of the 
Irviſible God. The Eternal Word fore-ſeen in Humane Nature is the Brighs- 
neſs of his Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon. Heb. 1. and as in Humane 
Nature He is the Firſt: born of every Creature,Colol. I. The Glory of God ſpoken of 
ſo much'in the former Particular 4s in the Face of Feſws Chriſt, 2 Cor. 4. and 
Chriſt is the Head of - every Man, 1 Cor. 11.-even as God is the Head z Chrif, 
and Man, v#. that great Supream Man is primarily the Image and Glory of 
God, v. 9. For Chriſt being the Head of Man, as between God'and Man, It is 
He mult be the Image, and Glory of God; elſe God without Chriſt intervening 
would be the Head of every Man, which the Apoltle fays expreſly Chrift is ; 
and.Ged the. Head of Chriſt, as whoſe Image and Glory the- Man Chrilt is ; 
Therefore is the z'#3jyy the manly Man, Rew: 12. 5. Or-4 4vjie, 1 Cor. x1. 7: 
toreſcen in human Nature,and not every _ immediately;and to ROSES 
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Argument in that place Reaches from Chriſt to every Man : All theke great 
Exprefitons of Chriſt ſhew more nearly, who that Imageof God is, in. which 
dam was made ; For all theſe cannot be ſuppofed to come in upon Sin, and 
on that Occaſion or Neceſſity only ; They have place before it; And this I1a 
not only to aſcribe Excellericy to our Mediator but to ſhew,how fit He is to be i, 
whois thus the Original Image of God, by whom. as the Eternal Word He made 
and Created All; I ſpeak it alſo with a peculiar Reſpe& to the Point to be dil- 
courſed; Concerning that Admirable Agreement, and Confpiration between 
the Law and the Goſpel ;. and 1o to reſolve whether the Gofpel can be called a 
Law ; On all which theſe Things well apprehended will refle& great Light. 

3. When Man was thus made.in the Participation of the Divine Nature, and 
in the Image of God, ( which Image Chriſt is ) in order to the Eternal Enjoy- 
ment of God in Bleſſedxef,, and in his Glory 3 As it became an Immutable un- 
changeable Law apon: an, which can no more be - put oft than his very Be- 
ing ; Sc it muſt needs be ſecondarily a Law upon Him to be like Chriſt, who 
is the Image of God : Now therefore here It comes to be:folemnly enquired, 
whether Adam hadbany Navices of Jeſus Chriſt the Image of God, wherein He 
was made; and there are Two great Reaſons that He had Notices. . 

I. Becaulſs it being fo expreſly ſaid ; God made: Adam mthat Image, which 
is Chriſt ; It is not probable, He could be ignorant of it in fo: perfect a State 
of holy Underſtanding, as wherein He was made. 

2: Becauſe the Apoitle fays, Adam was the Type of Him to Come, as the great 
and, fupreams Adam, though the Second. in order. of Time of Appearance, yet 
che Firlt-ia Dignity and Deſignation ; Again therefore here F argue, Adaw'in 
ſo Perfe&t-a State, could' not probably be ignorant of fs great a Truth, as of 
the Second-Firlt-Adam, of whom He was a Type : And this I defire the fur- 
ther. Obſervation of, as much tending to ſhew, how cloſe the Gope}, and this 
Eternal. Law may conſpire. 

3. Though the Perfe&ion of Man's Being, was, as hath been faid, a Law 
Adequate to his Being ; as in Conformity to the Divine Being, and to the 
Image of God, Jelus Chriſt ; Yet becauſe Man was but a: living Sow, and'not a: 
quiekning- Spirit, as the Second Adam; that is, he was but a Veſlek; that had its 
meaſure, and not a Fountain,or Spring, ſtill ſupplying it ſelf : Therefore what 
ever further Revelation of the Will and Pleaſure of God, to which He ſhould 
be:Obedient, God:wauldipleaſe to vouchlafe Adam tor the ſecuring his Perle- 
verance, and:ithe Confirming Him in a Continuation of that. happy State, 
wherein-his Creator had placed Him:; ſuch Revelation became as much of 
the Eſſence of the Law-of his Creation, as his Conformity im any-Branch of 
it whatever to the Divine Being in the Image of God, viz, Chriſt; both be- 
cauſe of the Authority and GootIneſs of the Revealer, to which that Eternal 
Law muſt needs oblige him; as alſo becauſe ir tended ta ſecure, . and confirm 
him in that Bleſſed Eſtate 5 For whatever did ſo, muſt needs bind Him, even 
asthe Preſeryation of that Conformity to God and! his Image in any othen 
Efential Branch did ; and. hezein, if poſhble more ;. Becauſe-it. Secured-and 
Contirmed all the reſt. 
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It pleaſed therefore that Infinite Wiſdom and Goodnefs, as well as Supream 
Authority of God, to appoint in the Paradiſe, wherein he placed Alam, as 
+ the Repreſentation of his Holy and Happy State, Two Sacramental Trees ; 


One the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil ; and 'the Other the Tree 6 


Life. By the One He was under a Teſt of his Obedience in refraining from 
it ; By Eating of the Other 
the Confirmation of his Bleſſed State : The refraining therefore from the oftc 
was'to be butfor a time ; till which time of Abſtinence obſerved, and expired, 
he had no right to Eat of the Other: Foro is _ In that the Tree of Life 
was plainly prepared to be Eaten, fo there muſt be a Time for the Eating of ut ; 
And in the Care God took, Adam ſtould not Eat of it, after he had Sinned, 
It appears God intended Adam ſhould not Eat of it, and Dye; For it was'a Sa- 
crament of living for ever as God ſaid,Jeaft he put forth bs Hand and Zat of the 
Tree of Life, and Live forever 5 which however ſpoken in derifion, yet imports 
the Sacramental Senſe of the Tree of Life | According to all which Senſe, 
Ic is ſaid of the true and ſubſtantial Tree of life : Bleſſed are They that do bis 
Commandments, that they may have Right to the Tree of life, Rev. 21. 14. Al- 
luding to the Firſt Tree of life, of which Adam, if he for the time a "olated, 
had kept the Command of God irt not Eating of the Tree Forbidden, he would 
in due Seaſont have had Right to Eat of the Tree of life. - 

_— we may Cconceiye two great Reaſons of Got!'s forbidding the Fruit of 
ens 4 ree. 


1. The Obſervation of this Command had fixed 41a» in Univerſal Obe- . 


dience, and PerfeRted him in a Conformity to God, in Love, Humility, De- 
ndence, Self-reſighation, Love and Care of his Poſterity 5 Righreonſnef, 
uſtice, and not invading, what was not his ; Sobriety, Temperance, Uni- 
verſal Holineſs and Goodneſs being fotne way drawn up into it ; on which 
account it might juſtly be ftiled che Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. 

2. The Tree of life being a Sacramental Type, plainly and undoubtedly look- 
ing to Chriſt, by the ſo often uſe of it, and Application to the Eternal Wiſdom, 
Prov, 3. and in the Revelation : It argues ſtrongly, The Tree of the Knowledge 
of Geod and Evil, was a Sacrament of Adam's Subfitence, for the Preſervation 
of his Integrity and Happmeſs, in the Eternal Word, to come in Humane Nature, 
or the Second Adam, Repreſented to him by the Tree of life. For ſecing theſe 
two Trees were coupled one to the other, ſuch as the One, ſuch was the O- 
ther ; It one looked to Chriſt, fo did the other 3 Now the greatelt Temptation 
to the Forbidden Frait, was to be as God, knowing Good and Evil ; that is ; ha- 
ving the full Dominion over Geod and Evil in himſelf » and fo ſecuring that 
holy and happy State by himſelf and in himſelf, and not in Chriſt has Head, 
the Image of the inviſible God, the Firſ# Born of every Creature, the Second Adam 
to Come, the Head of every Man; as the Apoſtle ſtiles him, referring to the firſt 
Conſtitution. And I have not the leaſt doubt, Jefns Chriſt in fo many great 
Expreſſions, that have no Reference to the Sin of man, was propoſed as the 
Surety of Creation; atid the mediator of it, and nor only as ro men bur to 
Angels. But as I remember Zanchy on Fobn 8. Expounds, the Devil was 2 
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murderer from the Beginning, and abode not in the Truth, that is, not in Chriſt 
the Mediator, who is the Truth ; Before All Azgelical and Humane Being ; B 

whom All were made, and conſiſt ; So that Confirmation of both the Angelic, and- 
humane Nature was in Him; and. even as the Devil Fell by not yt Chriſt, 
ſo he Tempted Man, deceived Them on the ſame Point of not abidmg in the 
Truth, that is, in Chriſt, but coveting to have All in Himſelf; by the Delu- 
fion of the Lyar, the Father of Lyes. | [5fl 

Now this I have thus far inſiſted upon, to open fo great a Truth in ſuch a 
way as may moſt ſhew the Conſpiring of the Law and the Goſpel in the ſame 
grand Point of the Salvation of the Ele#; as ſhall be further ſhewn; how great 
Influence this Rating of the Original Conf itution hath upon 1t. 

But we muſt yet further conſider the Relation, this Command of not Eat- 
ing the Forbidden Fruit, or the Eating it, bad to the Poſterity of Adam, or to 
Allin Him. | | 

For it is moſt plain from Scripture; Adam by having kept the Command 
af God, in.not Eating the Forbidden Fruit, had convey'd Holineſs, and Happineſs, 
even Life and Glory. from God, and Chrift.the mage of God to all deſcending 
from him : This may. be undeniably argued from ewo Things. 

I, He could not have-coveyed Sis, and Death, if he had not been firſt ap- 
pointed by God to convey Holinef, and Life ; For he was ordained by God 


+ to be-a Common Head ; Elſe, though the. Parent of the World, he could not 


have been 16; He could not be Ordained of God, Firſt, a conveyer of Evil ; 
That came in-by his own Sin ; God indeed in higheſt Juſtice, as he continues 


* the deſcent of Mankind from him, continues the Sanftion of Conveyance of 


what he was, .and/had, which was Righteoufnep, and Life, as he was by God 
Eſtabliſhed to.convey ; when by his Sin he had loſt. that both Righteouſneſs, 
and life ; as God does not cut off that Power of Propagating the World, gi- 
ven him in that Firſt Bleſſing of Fruitfulneſs, and Multiplication-;. So he does not 
reverſe the Sanction of his conveying, what he ſhould make himſelf a Root 
and Qriginal of, by the ſpecial Ordination of God upon his Obedience, or Ds/- 
obedjence-inthat one ſingle At of Eating or not Eating; having then by that 
ARt of Diſobedience plunged himſelf in Sin-and Death, he conveys it with that 
derivation of humane Nature from him tothe very End of the World : Chriſt 
alone coming into the World under a peculiar Jaw of both Generation,and Hor 
lines of Nature. 

2, He could not have beetr a Type of the Him to Come, if he had not-been 
appointed by God a. Conveyor of. Rightewſneſs, and Life : For Chriſt is ſo 
alone; After theTranſgreſſion Adam: was a. Type of Chriſt only in Conveyance, 
as a Common head, not as of Sin, and Death ; For ſo he is an Oppoſite to him, 
who conveys Righteouſneſs, and Life, So. therefore. muſt Adam needs be as 
irom God,that he might be a. Type ; the nobler part of his being a Type he loſt 
by Sin, and is now become only. an oppoſite Type ; He conveys but contrary 
to Chriſt, not Righteouſneſs, and Life, but Sin, and Death ;. and ſo he Begac 
Seth, not ih. the Image of God, who is Chriſt, but in his own Image, Gen. 5. 3. 

Sur thus in every Thing, as the Apoſtle ſays, the Scripture Foreſering, God 

would 
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would do All he does, in Eternal Grace, and Love by Jeſus Chriſt, Preached bee 
fore the Goſpel to Adam, in that Tree ; the Symbol of removing him from the 
Thoughts of being a God to himſelf in the Dominion over Good, and Evil; 
Called the Knowledge of it, according to the great Importancy of the word, 
Knowing, in Scripture; but that he ſhould Trult in him ; ſhadowed to him, by 
the Tree of Life : Again he Preached the Goſpel tohim by making him a Type of 
one to Come, as a Second Adam by way of Appearance, but he vas = him, 
For he was before All things, as the Eternal Word to be made Man, and by him, 
They all conſiſt ; So the firſt Man was to be an Adam, or Univerſal Original of 
Righteouſneſs and Life ſubordinate to Chriſt, dependent upon him, and to be 

d by him, by ſuch an Experiment given of the Obedience of Truſt, and 
not raking upon himſelf ;For fo theApoſtle Pourtrays Luſt, r obs 2. by its Fiſt 
Parent Luſt, The Luſt of the Eye; The forbidden Fruit was fair to the Eye ; The 
Luſt of the Fleſh, It was good to Taft ; The taking upon dae{oriue, or Pride of 
Life, we ſhall be as Gods, &c. Adam therefore _ upon himſelf, and not 
Truſting in Chriſt to be ſuſtained for ever, loſt himſelf and his Poſterity, ex- 
cepting Redeemed by Chriſt; as firſt offered, a Head of Confirmation ; Now of 
Recovery. | 

And though this making Adam a Common head, as it hath proved, is a Scan- 
dal to proud Reaſon ; Yet it was firſt, an Ordination of Grace, and Wiſdom, 
and, as I may ſay, a Compendious Contrivance for Happineſs, and Bleſled- 
neſs to Mankind ; by ove Man, the Common Parent, and Head, having by 
Faith in Chriſt, Repreſented by the Tree of Life, truſted in him, and nor 
zaken upon himſelf; and ſaying with the Prodigal ; Let me have my Portion of 
good, all in my own hands. 

Thus all Mankind had been ſeeured, and not left to the hazard of every. 
ſingle Perſon, betraying himſelf ; For it is moſt apparent by Adam what eve-. 
ry one would have done; he having all poſlible Advantages in a freſh Vigor-. 
ous Holineſs, an unſtained World : Such a lively Invitation of the Tree of life , 
Such a ſhort AR of Se/F-denial, or refuſing to be a Ged to himſelf, as he thoughe 

'to be, by Eating of that Forbidden Fruit. | 

But now, let us ſee, what all this contributes to the Points we are upon, 
which will be found to be exceeding in Enlightning both the Law, -and the 
Goſpel to us, = 

1. From hence it appears the Law is an immutable, and unchangeable 
Law of Holineſs, and of Everlaſting Obligation, while there is ſuch a Being 
as humane Nature, For it arifes from the Being of Ged to be enjoyed in Hel: 
neſs, and Bleſledneſs, by Man, made ſo to enjoy ; And. it ariſes from the 
Image of God, 74 ws Chriſt, in and by whom that State was to have been Con- 
firmed, and ſo tor ever Enjoyed ; and by whomir is to be fo Recovered. 

2. From hence it Appears, there can be no new Law, but what muſt of 
Neceflity entwine, and incorporate into that Firſt Law, and merge into ic, 
ſo Adequate to the Being of Man, - Eny ing te holy and Bleſſed God, by Jeſus 
Chriſt the Image of God ; Such was that Law ot not Eating the Forbidden 
Fruit 3 It'was a Law of Trult in Chriſt the Image of God, the Fay, and the 
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Truth, and the Life, by way of Confirmation, and fo was immediately Adopt- 
od ito that Law of Righteouſnoſs, and Holineſs : The Law of Faith in Chriſt the 
Redeemer, and of Repentanceis in thisSenſe no newLaw,but that Old Command- 
»:e3t, 2nd a New Commandment only, by being new Hluſtraced by-a more 
glorious Liglit 3 but it unites with chat Law firſt given of Holmeſs, in and by 
Chiiſt the Image of God for the enjoying God in Conformity to him 3 now 
in away of Redemption, Expiation, and Recovery, and thereby a Return to our 
Firſt State, according to the firſt Law. | 

2. From hence ir Appears, the Everlaſting Covenant of God in Predeſiimnating 
a Number of Mankind to be Conformed to the Image 4 is Son, Cannot be dit- 
anulled, or added to, nor taken from by any Diſpenfation or manner of 
Speaking, that comes after it, according to that Fore-mentioned Rule of 
the Apoitle, Gal. 4. 3. underſtanding it of the Ele# of God, controlling all 
Doubts ; fo that what Chriſt was to do as the Image of God by way of Con 
m:tion, He now does by way of Redemption, by that mighty Efe&uanng 
Image of the Glory of God in Chriſt by his Spirit. 

4. From hence it Appears, char Join hriſt in the firſt and original Right 
of being,the Head of every Man, and the Image of the inviſible God, by whom, 
and for whom All Things were made, and without whom nothing was made, that 
was Made, and in whom they confift, = a preſent State of the World in 
the Patience, and Long-(uffering of God ; and alfo bears np, as he pleaſes, the 
Natural T.aw, in which Man was made, enforcing the Reafonableneſe Ju- 
ſtice, and Equity, to Turn by Repentance to that God ; Who kaves not bimſelf 
without Witneſs, in giving Fruitful Times, and Seaſons, and filling Mens Hearts 
with Food, and Gladneſs, ( and 1o ſignifies Grace, and Mercy) and to Reco- 
ver themſelves, as far as to the utmoſt they can to that” State of Righteouſneſs, 
of which they find ſuch plain mentions of in their Hearts ; and finding the 
thoreneſs of their own Power to caſt themſelves upon Divine Grace,and Help. 

And where the Light of the glorious Goſpel comes according to all degrees of 
Divine Revelation, the Obligation viſes higher, and becomes ſtronger. For 
the Tranſgreffion and Ruin of Humane Nature does not take off the Obliga- 
tion of Duty ; but it ſtands wherein ſoeverGod does not immediately execute 
che Penalty, or vouchſafes any Remainder of Power at firſt given, or increaſe, 
and Advantage of that Remainder;and wherein ſoever Men do not thus,there 
is a Juſt particular,Perſonal Condemnation ; But yet it Remains according to 
the firſt Standard Law of Creation, every Man muſt be miſerable for ever,and 
die the Death, whoever is not found'in the Image of God in Chriſt 11 Righreouſ- 
meſs, and true Holineſs, for the Enjoyment ot him. need] 

* 5. From hence it laſtly. Appears, The E/e& of Ged irr Feſus Chriſt muſt be 
pericly reſtored into a ſtate of Righteorſreſs, and freedom from Guile, into 
a ſtare of Holineſs, and Purity, for the Enjoyment of God ; and ſeeing this 
cannot be. in Man Fallen, Sinful, Unholy, and fo Miſerable for ever ;. It muſt 
be by the Sacrifice, Righteo: neſs, apid Obedience' of Chriſt imputed ; by the Re- 
Itoration of his Spirit, and all according to Gr4ce, and Riches of Grace, and to 
ene I raife of the Glory of that Grace,' which Adam firſt retaſed ; bur is hereby 

exancd - 
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exalted to a far higher Glory by Jeſus Chrift appearing thus a Redeemer, + 
Reconciler, an Eternal Spirit ſo cloſely united, and tully declar'd in Redempticn, 
For the Lord, even Chriſt, and his Increated Spirit is that Spirit changing into bis 
own Image from Glory to Glory by that Spirit, who is Himielf Tehowah, 

That I may now make a nearer Approach to reſolye this great and weiz!. 
ty Queſtion ; Whether the Geſe] can be in true, , proper, and ſtri& Sent: 
ſited a Law; I will naw propoſe theſe Two Heads to diſcourſe it upon. 

I, I will ſhew, how far, the Law, as it is a Law, muſt yet needs join its 
Authority, for and with the Goſpel, according to its eternally Holy, and righ- 
teous Nature; and then I will on the other fide. ſhew, how far the Goſpe/ 
without any Abatement of its pureſt Goſpel-Nature, makes ule of the I.aw, 
25. a moſt righteons holy Law, to its own moſt gracious Ends. 

3. I ſhall make it yet moſt evident; from' Scripture, that the Law can ne- 
ver, asit is Law in the Scripture Definings and Diſcourſes of ic become Go/- 
jel; Nor on the other ſide, can the Goſpel, as it is Goſpel, and drawn out ac- 
cording to the Everlaſting Covenant, pals into the nature of Law, according 
to Scriptures deſcribing of Law. 

I begin with the Firſt Head, to ſhew how far the Law cannot, even as 
Law, but join its Authority to the Goſpel. | 

I. That the Law of Reaſon, and Underſtanding, of Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, 
Goodneſs, that God hath engraven upon the Heart of Man, and ſcated in his 
Conſcience, cannot but Eftabliſh the Revelation of Chriſt, and Grace by him, 
manifeſted by ſach a mighty Power from Heaven, and aſferted by fo many 
Iofallible Proofs to be from God ; fo full of Goodneſs, and Grace, above the 
very Law of Creation it ſelf: Implanced in Mans Heart : Ie cannot, I ſay, 
bur Eſtabliſh ic as a Faithful Saying, and worthy of All Acceptation, of bath 
Faith, Love, and Obedience ; So that in this very Regard, it may be truly and 
properly ſtiled a Law of Faih and Obedience to the Goſpel among all Nati- 
ons, to whom it comes, and-is molt ftritly enjoined, and commanded by ic : 
And fo the Apoſtle might moſt elegantly ſay, Boaſting is excluded ; By wha: 
Law? of Works? wiz. Fhe Law as it Commands Works ; Nay, by the Law, as 
is Commands Faith, or' the Receiving: Chriſt as. a Saviour, and his Righteouſ- 
neſs, by meer Gift, and of Grace; ins which Righteouſneſs hath ſo great Honour, 
and full Satisfaction paid to it, 'that it cannot. but accept, and charge upon 
All that hear of it the Acceptation of it. | 

But becauſe thus Faith will ſtand as a Hork, though ( as I may call it) a 
Poft-Wark, or a Work after Sin; 1rather-underitand the Apoſtle uſing here 
the. Word, Law of Faith, in a Lax and. Alluſive Senſe, as any Dodtrin, or Di- 
vine Manifeſtation may be called'a Law. + + | 

2. The Law hereupon cannot but enlarge its Promiſes, according to this 
Divine Conſtitution ; For it God: have declare, that He will give Eterncs 
Lifeto all that Believe in Chriſt,and favingly Turn from Iriquity by Repentancr, 
and.doth accept the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to Believers, inttzad of 
unfigning Obeazence; the Law muſt necds join Iilue with thete Deciaracions of 
God,and with-what'Iofinite Truth and Grace haveſaid,and Confirm with its 
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own San&tions, all theſe Promiſes, as earneſtly to be deſired and laid hold of, 
yet ſtill this belongs to the Law, as Law, and enterferes not with Goſpel, as 
Free Grace. 

For as all the Commands of the Law are grounded upon the Sovereignty, 
| and Righteouſneſs of God ; 'So are its Promiſes grounded'-upon the:/Power, 
Truth, Goodneſs, and Unchangeablenefſs of God : If then the Goſpel -de- 
Clares a 4 rar fy. of God,a Righteouſneſs of God by Faith'in Feſus Chriſt accepted 
of God beyon 
opens, and enlarges all its Promiſes to that Righteous Perſon by the Rigbreouſ- 
weſs of Chrift ; and as this Righteouſneſs, on which ſuch a Perſon is Fuſtified, is 
exceeding wnto Him, and upon Him, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ; that is; every:way 
over-flows him, and ſo beyond all other Righteonſneſſes ; 'So does the Law 
.extend its Promiſes to the utmoſt in Relation to it; and therefore God'is. faid 
(.as in Triumph ) to declare herein, and at that very time his Righreouſneſs ; 
that he might be Fuſt, and the Fuſtifier of him that Believes in f/m, Rom.. 3. 
And the Apoſtle Fobn ſaith, If we Confeſs our Sins, that is, acknowledge our 
AbſoluteNeceflity of ſuch a Righteouſneſs by Chriſt,and receive it, He is Faithful, 
and Juſt ; - Even according to the Erernal Law of Righteouſneſs to forgive us our 
Sins, and to rr a us from All Unrighteoufneſs : So they who receive abundance 
of Grace,and of the Gift of Righteouſneſs, ſhall Reign in Life by Feſws Chriſt: Not on- 
ly Live, as the-Law faith to the Man, who doth its Works, but Reign in Life ; 
the Promiſes of the Law being ſtretched out, and accumulated upon ſuch a 
Perſon fo Fuſtified by the Tranſcendent Rigtocafanſ of Chriſt, | 

3. The Law opens wide its b pes the Cauſe of, and. on Injury 
done to the Goſpel, and the Grace of God Revealedin it ; for Seeing, Itis Ef: 
ſential to the Law of - Righteouſneſs to Condemn: Siriners ; It is alſo Eſſential 
to it to Condemn and Adjudge to-its Puniſhments according to the Degrees 
of Sin, and Guilt ; For, faith the Apoſtle, He that Tranſgre ed Moſes Law, 
died without Mercy, under two or three Witneſſes, and every Tran preſſe Received 
a juſt Reco e of Reward, that is, according to the degree of Guilt, and De- 
merit. Of bow much ſorer Puniſhment ſuppoſe ye ſhall, he be thought Worthy, who 
hath trod under Foot the Son God, and Counted the Blood of the Covenant 'a Com- 
non Thing, and done deſpite to the Spirit of Grace ? 

This is plainly according to the Law of Righteouſneſs, according to which 
alſo Chriſt ſaid ; It ſhall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha, "Thus we 
may ſee how far the Lew: muft needs attend the Goſpe? with all its Authority. 

I will now ſhew how the Goſpel takesin the Law,.'and makes uſe of 'ir for 
Its own great Ends, and Purpoſes : Upon Account of which the Apbſtle 
lays, Ds we make woid the Law ? nay we Eſtabliſh it. | 

The Lew. ſtinds fair in the Goſpel, and in its Full Perſe&ion of breadth, 
and lengrh ; that it may ſhew the Glory of the Righteouſnels, and Qbedi- 
eace of J:{us Chriſt ; and alſo It ſtands with all its Penalty, Severity, Curſe, 
and Convemnation, that it may ſhew the Deep of the Suferings of. our Great 
Mediator; and Interpret'to us the Agony, wheiein he :Swzat drops of Blood, and 
tis Meaning of that JoudCry, My God, my God, Why haſh. thou: Forſaken ime ? 

, For, 


any Righteouſneſs by Works of the Law ; "The very Lew it ſelf 


of Goſpel: Truth. 
For, faid Chriſt ; Thus in every lots of the Revealed Will of God, It be 
came Him to fulfil All Righteouſneſs. 

-:124, That.jt thew to all che Glory from which they are Fallen, and from 
which they. daily fall lower, and Jower ; the Deformity of their own State; 
the Dread A ho ofthat Ruin, and Condemnation of Hell, and Death, 
that is ſo juſtly come upon Sinners, fallen ſhort. of that Glory of God ; For this 
Holy, Righteows, and good Law, of ſuch Purity, and Cleanneſs, a Fiery 
Law,. a al Law, a Law of Liberty, Shewes all the Hatefulneſs of 
Sin, and Juſtice of Puniſhment, and Condemnation ; And All This is in 
order to Humiliation, Sight, .and Senſe of; Sin, Converſion from: it ; and 
eſpecially to ſhew the great Neceflity of Chriſt's Redemption, Grace, the 
Free Gift of Righteouſneſs, and Juſtification by him. For thus by the Law is 
the Knowledge of Sin ; Thus the Law worketh Wrath; That is, it both ſtirsup 
the due Apprehenſion of it, and if not prevented by Pardon, and Fuftificats- 
on, It calls up Vengeance againſt the Offender ; wherefore the Law «x our 
School maſter, to bring ws to Chriſt, by the Severity and Rigor of its Juſtice. 
And as ſuch it is in the. hand ofthe Goſpel, 

3- That the Goſpel may by the Law ſhew that perfe& Pattern, and Ex- 
emplar of Holineſs, and Purity of Jhongney Words and A&ions, to which 
we are to aſpire ; that Cleanſmg of our ſelves from the mans / Fleſh and Spi- 
rit, to perfe&t Holineſs, in the Fear of God ; that exceeding Broad Commandment, 
that ſers an End, or Bound, ſhewing all other Perfe&tion too ſhort, and too 
narrow compared with ic felf; and ſo the Law may be as a Rule of Holy 
Life, and Aion, to which we ſhould follow on according to the Mark even 
of Perfeion it ſelf; If ic could be; to attain the very State of that Perfeion, 
that ſhall be in the Reſurre&icn of the Dead. 

And herein there are Four great Gofpel Ends, Aimed at by the Goſpel, 
thus taking the Law under it ſelf. | 

1. That we may feel a continual Neceflity of making Recourſe to the Blood 
of Chriſt, the Fountain ſet open for Sin and for Uncleanneſs ; becauſe, by this 
holy Lew, there is a diſcovery of daily Defilements, Failings, Falls, Imper- 
fe&ions, and Infirmities z concerning which, there can be no Attonement be- 
tween God and us, but by the Blood of the Lamb, — by the Eternal Spirit, 
5 5 his Appearing in that Blood to the very Face of God for is im Heaven ; For on 

he leaſt Failing, or Offence, the Law hath none to. offer us; So that there 
can be nothing but Condemnation: On this Account therefore we find in the 
Goſpel ſo many of the Laws Severities, that we may be continually awaken- 
ed to go to Chrilt. 

2. Thac we may find Inability in our ſelves to do any thing ſuitable,or agree- 
able to that holy = » which Commands with an Aſtoniſhing and Admirable 
Excellency of HolineG6, but gives not the leaſt Power, or Strength to per- 
form what ix Commands; And in, both Reſpe&s, The Apoſtle may be very 
well underſtood ; If there bad been a Law that could bave given Life, wertly 
Righteouſneſs ſhould bave been by the Law, But the Law that Commands, and 
gives not Power, is therefore called 4 Letter that Kills. wc 

3. That 
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2. That herein the Goſpel may ſhew it ſelf to be a Goſpel indeed ; In the 
iniſtration of Righteouſneſs oppoſite to the Law, the Meniſtration of Condem- 
nation ; and in the Mini#arive of Life, and Power,by the Sprrir giving ſtrength 
to do what is Commanded ; and fo enablitg the Spirits of Saints'to become 
the Epiſtle, and Goſpel of Chriſt ; Mmiſtred by the Servants of Chrift in'Preachr 
ing the New-Teſfament; but written not with Ink, or in the Leaves of the Bible, 
hat with the Spirit of the Living God; and not in Tables of Stone, but in the 
Flefhly Tables of the Heart ; and therefore is the Goſpel in all ics moſt proper 
ways of Speaking 1o conftantly-interlineated with Chriſt, and his. Spirit. 

jo Seeing what even the Fprrit is pleaſed to vouchſafe in the preſent State, 
is to much below the very Glory, the Goſpel, holds out ; There is a conti- 
nual Incitation, the Goſpel' ſers before us to deſire that Change from the 
Beginning| Glory of the preſent State, to the Glory, that ſhall be in the 
Perfect State, of the Kingdom of Chrift ; And on this Account is that Fu- 
:ure State,, ſo often mentioned ; when indeed with a'Face perfetedly open, 
we ſhall behold as in a Mirror, not as in ordinary Mirrors, our owii Np 
tural Faces, but Jeſus Chriſt the Image of God in his own Glory ; and we now 
are in Degrees, and ſhall be perfectly Changed into the ſame Image from Glory 
begun now, to the Perfe&ion of the ſame Glery in the Kingdom of Chriſt, as 
by. that Spirit Fehovah. 

And this pes us the true Excellency of the Goſpel ; The Law, like our 
ordinary Mifrors, ſhews our own' Faces by that Light, which firſt -in- 
deed repreſents what we ought to be, but 'we not gory. that, it Reproves, 
and Condemns ſuch Sinners, or Imperte& Saints, as the Beft are ; bur ir 
ſhews no Gloriows Image, oc not' in Chriſt, with an Efficacious Changing 
Grace,. and Power : But this the Goſpel does for us, | | 

4. The Goſpel takes the Law into it felf, that it may, though it be in it 
iz't a Miniſtration of Righteouſneſs, and Life, and Spirit ; Yer that it may by 
the Law ſhew the Greatneſs of the Sin of Unbelief, anFAmpanitency, Re- 
'ection of it ſelf, and Refuſal of its'gracious Offers. 

And this it does on Two great Reaſons, 

7. That all thoſe Manifeſtations of the Sin and Danger of an Unhgheving, 
[mpenitent State, may be Rational Inſtruments, and Conveyances, in the 
and of the Spirit, of that Power of Faith, and Repentance, flowing from it 
fe!fih the. New-Tefament into the Hearts of the Ele. 

2. Thar the”Goſpel may have in Readinefs the Law tor Revenge- every 
Diſcbedience againſt it ſelf; and yet' preſerve its own high Title of the New- 
Teſtament, and the Covenant. of Grace ; For as the Lord faith, T' aceuſe you 
z0: ; You have one that, Accuſeth you, even Moſes in whom you Truſt ; and 
t Tudge you n0t 3 The Words that T' have ſpoken, they ſnall: Fudge you'at the Laſf 
Day, vis. 11the Virtte, and the Authority; of that Erernal Law of Righte- 
neſs, which; 'as hath been ſRewr, cannot buit paſs along'with the To graci- 
1465 Goſpel: Diſpen[atione Fore 14 ar L gnngpl fone MN es 
_ ' And thus when the Goſpel hath mads offer of -it ſelf, and all the Grace of 
is without Saving Efte&t. | "HH 
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"This! Law: andiFufize; according. to "it, Seifes., upon tle Sinner for Sin, 
againſt that Erernal - Righteopſneſs\ Eiſential to! it ſelf; and againit the Uy 
ſpeakable Grace of the Goſpel, with dreadfulleſt Aggravations of Condemna- 
tion ; And herein Jeſus Chriſt the Eternal Son of God in our Nature is the 
Righteow Fudge at that Day ; though here on Earth he judged nor, being 
.Come nor to Fudge, but to. Save. | 

- And his Judgment is according to that Etermgl Law, ſeated in the Heart, 
and Thoughts of Men ;; and: yet according -zo the -Goſpel, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, declaring that his Judgment, agreeable with the Law written in AMezs 
Hearts, and ſo in the Word of God; which very Law written in the Heart, 
and Thoughts of Men, Accuſing, or Excuſing, is now in the hand of Chritt, 
and of the Goſpel to its own great Ends of drawing them to Chriſt, who 
are his, and leading them under the Condu of his Spiris ; And God is 
ſaid there to Judge the Secrets of Mens Hearts according to the Goſpel, con- 
cerning that Light, and Senſe of Natural Conſcience ; Becaule the men ot 
the Goſpel both exalts this Light; and becauſe alſo according to the ſaving 
Effe&ts of the gs upon theſe Powers of Natural Conſcience, ſo preſerved 
by Chtiſt, every Man is faund to Howor, Praiſe, and Glory ; or elſe: falls un- 
der the Revelation of the Righteow Fudgment\ of God upon their hard and Im- 
penitent Hearts; and Ways; by which they; have #reaſwred- up Wrath againſt 
the Day of Wrath. 

And of all things in both States, Jeſus Chriſt is moſt righteouſly, and prop- 
perly conſticuted the Fudge, as ſhall be further made our. 

But notwithſtanding the: Law, and the Goſpel, do thus far join themſelves, 
one to another, yet ( which will' come up c ole to the Deciſion of this Que- 
ſtion, ) The Law can never paſs into the Nature of the Goſpe/, nor can the 
Goſpel become a Law : 'For,  þ LA” 

Firſt, It is moſt evident, the Lew can never become Goſpel, or of the ex- 
cellent Nature of it ; as ſhall be ſcen in a brief Compare of the one with 
other, in theſe following Particulars. 

1. The Gafpel, or New-Tefament gives the Image of the Glory of God in 
the Face of Feſws Chriſt 5 an Imege of the Admirable Beangy, and Life, in 
Chriſt the #3ſdom of God, the Righteouſneſs,of God, and the Power of God ; 
Perfe&, Increated, Invariabie, Eternal, ready to communicate it elf in 
Richeſt Abundance to All the Ele&ion of God ; But the Spirit of God it ſelf 
Repreſents the Law, a Holy, and Righteous Rule 5 It muſt 1o needs be ; Bur 

{3t is Engraven only in Tables of Stone, or written with Ink ; ForJeſus Chriſt, 
the Ieze:of God; in which Adam. was \made, withdrew upon the Sim, and 
Kal! of Alam; and what Adam had, was .lolt, and defaced, fo that there is 

Þ a Rule. of Glory; but. no Image of Glory ; as in the Goſpel, that by the Cove- 
nant of Grace is to Communicate it felt, 

[-» '2. The Goſpel having fuch a Communication of Righteouſneſs, fo High, 
{o-Pepfetty; can accept a Shiner by.putting upon him a Pe:tcct Righteoufne!s 
: and. 1 Obedience, and 10:+/ot-out: all his 7ran(greſſions, :and iinpectections by 
a full and free Pardon'-;.zhe Penalty: Þjng tully Aniwerev, and gifcharged 
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by Chriſts Death, ahd Sufferings, even as the Righteouſneſs is; fulfilled by him, 
who is that Image of Glory 3 Bur the Law being only a Rule and no more, 
can accept no leſs, than the whole and Perfe& Obedience ; For the leaſt 
Offence Lelns ( as they ſpeak ) Solutio continui, a Convulſion or Breach of 
the whole Frame of Rzghteouſneſs, the Law can pronounce nothing, but Con- 
demnation to a Sinner, who hath not that Full, and Perfe& Righteouſneſs 
of the Goſpel to offer to it ; but ſolicits, and ſtirs up, and works Wrath by 
the diſcovery of Sin ;-and it ſtains all Imperfe& Righteouſneſs by declaring 
the Offender in one Pomt guilty of all ; It brings to nothing all outward Rzghre- 
ouſneſs, by ſhewing the very firſt Deſire, or Coveting to be Sin. 

3: The inward Inherent Righteouſneſs, ſo abſolutely Neceſlary to be in 
every Perſon redeemed by Chriſt, and uniced to him, is not only enjoin'd 
upon him by a Letter that Kills, by Commanding, and giving no Power ; but 
is conveyed to him by a Quickning Spirit, changing him into the ſame Image * 
from Beginning Glory, to Perfe& Glory ; as by that Lord, who is that Spi- 
rit Fehovab ; one with that Spirit, ms who himſelf is that Image, and that 
Spirit ; So every one Redeemed by Chriſt is the Epiſtle and Goſpel of Chriſt 
it ſelf, written not with Ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; This the 
Law can never do; it Commands, and ſuppoſes the Power, which was once 
given; but the Law never conſiders the Loſs by the Fal, nor takes Com- 
Paſlion of it ; So never it can become a Goſpel : For the ny, vo brings every 
good Work from the Treaſury of Eternal Love, and Grace, from the Blood 
of the Everlaffing Covenant by a meeting of the Spirit, of the Goſpel in the 
Heart of every Ele#ed in Chriſt; and from Providential Opportunities, 
_ Advantages of ſuch holy ARion, and good Work, according to the Will 
of God, Heb. 13. 

FR The Reward therefore, and the whole procedure of Judgment is accord- 
ing to the Goſpe/; of, and according to meer Grace to all the Ek# of God, 
though in, and with a Splendor of Holineſs, and Purity ; But whatever is 
done at that day fo, that the Law hath the Superiority ; even to, and apon 
Thoſe, who enjoy the Goſpel; all is turned to Condemnation, and Aggra- 
vation of Puniſhment ; even to, and upon all thoſe who are not the Evan- 
elized, the Children of the Goſpel by Eleion ; and-yet in a way of cleareſt 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, according to their Works, in that Righteous Judg- 
ment ; as ſhall preſently be, in a particular Head of this Dicourſe made out 
concerning that great day. | 

5. The Goſpel. hath this moſt illuſtriouſly peculiar to it ; that it toucheth 
nothing; even that isin its own Nature moſt ſevere, and fartheſt from Grace, 
but it by its high Dominion of Grace, it Subordinates it to the Ends, Pur- 
poies; and Service of Grace ; even the Law, Sin,. and Death, that where 
they Abound, Grace does much more Abound ; where Sin by the Law does 
Reign unto Death, All, who receive abundance of Grace, and of the: Gift of 
Ripbreeaſmſs, ſhall much more Reign in Life by Feſws Chriſt, and Grace it 

weir ſo Keigns; As therefore it hath been made out ; Even the Law. is 
- throughout raken into this great Service of. the Goſpel, for the great Ends, 
| and 


. 
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and Purpoſes of Grace ; but now the Law takes nothing under its Cogni” 
zance, but ſo far as it comes under its Hand, with Relation to Fallen Man» 
ie turns it, like it ſelf, into a Killing Letter, and into a Miniſtration of Condew 
nation. 

Let us therefore conſider the moſt different Influence of the Law, in 
Three Diſpenſations that Comprehend all the Dealings, or manner ot Trca- 
ties, God hath had with Man, ſince the Tran/preſſion of Adam. 

1. That which is the moſt Univerſal Diſpenſation of God towards all 
Mankind, and is generally ſtiled the Law, or Light of Nature, or as the A- 
poſtle calls it, The Work of the Law written in the Heart wherein All ſhould be 
doing by Nature the things contained in the Law, Men being a Law to them. 
ſelves ; And this,though it be the loweſt of Divine Diſpenſations to Men ; in 
order to recovery of the EleR, in order to Humane Society for the Elects ſake; 
IF it is general to All ; Only in Children, and Ideots, it is hidden and cloſe 
olded up, for want of the Uſe of the Faculties, elſe it is the ſame : And it is 
by the Interpoſal of the Mediator for the Ele#s ſake, that there ſhould be a 

orld under the Patience and long-Suffering of God; and by the ſame Patience 
and leng-Suffering there was a Reſerve, and Reprieve from the utter Loſs of 
the Image of God: as from Chriſt Communicated; on account of which he is 
ſaid to enlighten every Man that comes into the World; which Light is capable 
of more and more degrees of Clearneſs, and Power, if cloſely attended to; 
whereby the World becomes habitable by being under the Government of 
that Eternal Wiſdom, by which Kings Reign, Princes, and all the Fudges of the 
Earth decree Fuſtice, Prov. 8. 15. 

Now this Reſerve of the Image of God in Man, as it falls under the Law, 
or the ſtri& Rule of Holineſs; It ſerves only to Self- Accuſation, as to every 
particular Perſon, that he hath not acted up to that Law, and Light within ; 
and yet ſtill if they did live up to the higheſt degrees, it could not make a 
Recovery or Reſtoration of any Man without Chriſt ; For without any the 
leaſt Acceptance of what is done according to it; It only Aggravates what 
was not done to the height ; ſo that That Accuſation of Thoughts the Apoſtle 

ſpeaks of, the Law hath its Power over z and the Excuſmgs or Apologies -of 
Thoughts are from the Grace of the Goſpel : which does allow them in Abate- 
ment of Condemmation, for any good thing found in them, or done by them ; 
and therefore the Apoftle ſays ; God will Judge the Secrets of all Hearts at 
that Day according to thus Goſpel by Feſws Chriſt; ſhewing,' that wich Relation 
to this Light given by the Mediator,” and for his ſake, God: will proceed witlz 
great Goſpel Equity, and Mercy; which may be another, and greater Sent: 
of thoſe words before given, to all thoſe, who have laid together thoſe Re- 
mainders, or Reſerves of the Light of Nature, and the Patience, and Good- 
neſs of God ; of which he hath given ſo many Witneſſes; So- that it ſha! be 
more. Tolerable for ſuch, than others ; who have trodden. all theſe under 
Foot ; and rw_into all: Exceſs of Rjor, Gruekies, and all Uzckanne/s with 
Greedineſs. 7 PF - aphe We of | 
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But in all the E£:& the Grace of the Goſpel makes much a higher uſe of 
this Lizht, tor it lifts them up above it into a New-Creation, and Regeneration 
by the Spirit of Life, and Grace, from Chriſt ; and of this the Apoſtle Di- 
conr{'s after the Mentions of the Law of Nature, and the Gentiles Conformi- 
ty tc it in ſome parts z the Grace of the Goſpel turns the Uncircumrifion into Cir- 
carc:;/on of the Spirit, as he goes on. yo 
2. Let us conſider the great difference between'the Law, arid the Goſpel in 
that, which Scripture in. the New Tefament ſo univerſally ſtiles the Law, wiz, 
the whole Frame of the Moſaic Law ; and as this was purely by it ſelf, and 
as it did not logk to.,Chriſt, it is Repreſented, as chat rigorous and ſevere 
Diſpenſation, that is, the, Killing Letter, the Miniſtration of Death, of Condem- 
nation, the Law that workcth Wrath ; by which is the Knowledge of Sin, by 
which no Fleſh can be Juſtified in his Sight.: « Law of Works done by our own 
Fower, is Number, Weight, and Meaſure ; or elſe it brings under the Curſe ; 
A Law. therefore, that can by no means give life, and ſo Righteouſneſs cannot 
be by it unto Fwſtification of Life; and all the Cerepronies are, but 1o many La- 
bels, Hand-writings, and Seals againſt us, and contrary 79 ws : Binding us to 
keep the' whole Law ; 10 oppoſite to Chriſt that where they are obſerved ſince 
Reverſed by the Goſpel, the can profit us nothing ; oppoſite to Grace, To that he 
that Adheres to- them for Righteouſneſs, falls from Grace, and is under the 
works of the Law, and under the Curſe; as the Apoſtle ſays, whoever Sins 
having the Law, periſhes by it,” and with having it. It is a Covenant, that is 
feund fault with, becauſe God finds fault with them, who are under it for 
Ereaking it : And'yet all this time the Law is Holy, Tuff, and Good; and 
' therefore there was a Glory in regard of. its fo intimate, and 'effential Good- 
neſs , that refle&ed. a Glory on Moſes his Face, when God gave the Two Tas 
bles; as it were, in Remembrance of the firſt Glory on Adam ; but it ſoon va- 
niſhed into a Miniſtry: of Death and Condemnation, ſhewing how ſoon Adam . 
fell from the glory of Gad : And, yet even this whole Moſaic Frame was defign- 
ed with all its:Ceremonies..to lead to:Chrilt, according to all the Service of 
the Law to the Goſpel, when it-is in the hand of the Goſpel, as hath been before 
explained ; in which regard alſo. Moſes his Face ſhone, receiving the Raies of 
the Divine glory in the Face of Chriſt ; but becauſe the Efficacy of the Goſpel- 
grace was only to the Elet,the Law became Superior,and the Ceremonies thick- 
n2d as a Veil upon that glory 3 Emblemed by the Veil on Moſes his Face, which 
:d the glory Of Chriſt ; which Veil do fadly lies..on,. the Minds of the gen 
blinding thent t0. this day, But .this'very, Law. being in the harid of the Goſpel 
to the Ele was a Jew converting the Soul meking Wiſe, the Way of Me ; and 
al its Ceremonies led to Chrilt ; and his, glory ſhoge-through them'; although, 
b2caufſe it was not a Diſpcalation; high and, Spiritual enough for that glory 
of grace, They ſaw, That ghry was wh doae gay in Chriſt, ftiot to'Remain z 
and therefore, ever as God. did gftrenander-yalye;all the legal State in com: 
12rc with the Goſpel-grace ; So did his Saints allo in the time of the OltTeſta- 
zzent 3 and nnder the Goſpel it is dove away 3 But the ſubſtantial GodUnets of 
0 it was then, and ever {hall be in the hand of the Goſpel ; as hath been morg 
tu;ly fot out inthe laſt Tlzad of Diſcourle. 3. Lee 
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3. Let us now laſtſy duly weigh, how far even the' Difenſation of the Go” 
fel becomes Law to them, who by not being in Chriſt, are under the Law, 
although they have the Light of the Goſpel vouchſafed to them in the outward 
Adminiſtration ; For to whomſoever the Gig is bid or weiled, and a Savor 
of Death," they are left to the Dominion of the Law over them ; However 
the Goſpel be never ſo clearly offered to them ; The Law then having no- 
thing to do with the _—_ of Grace, it urges upon us, whatever is to be 
done by our ſelves ; it preſſes the Acceptance of Chriſt, and of his Righteouſ- 
eſs, a Conformity to his Helinef, and to his holy Precepts, as the only way 
to Recover our ſives; bur it having no Power of Promiſe, according to the 
Goſpel in its own oy Ordination, or Diſpenfation, it calls upon us in our 
own Strength, and Improvements of our ſelves to obtain both Righteonſneſs 
and the Sprrit; and fo entitles us after the manner of Works only, to Pardon of 
Sin, Righteouſneſs and Sandtification by Chriſt ; which is turning the Goſpel into 
a Law, to all, who are not the Children of God by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; 
Hereupon it proceeds to ap_—_ Guilt, and Condemnation, and to make ir 
more Tolerable for any,than for thoſe who baving had the Goſpel, have not yet 
reached Juſtification, and Righteouſneſs, and Sanfification, and Holineſs, by and 
from the w__ according to it, 

But now the Goſpel proceeds quite otherwiſe with all thoſe, who are the 
Evangelized, truly the Children of Promiſe ; For it gives all to them Feel, 
and as a Miniftration of Righteonſneſs, of Life, and of the Spirit; even that very 
Righteouſneſs, arid Spirit ; It does' not - fer the Elec of God to Corret their 
Faces, the Face-of their' Hearts and Lives by ic, as by a Glaſs, or Mirror, 
ſhewing them what they are; but jt preſents Feſus Chriff the Image of God, 
who is alſo the Lord, t -- changing the Saints into the ſame Image; 
though indeed it be, but a Beginning Glory, onwards {till to Perfe&ion of 
Ghery ; So that there are Raies of Glory from Chrift upon the Soul, and Spi- 
rit of every one, united to him, far greater than the Raies of Glory on Moſes 
his Face, ſhining from God in his Law, by his Image Chri# ; but not as AMe- 
diator but as the Eternal Word in our Nature, and as in the Firſt Creation, not 
our Truſtee, and Surety in the New-Covenant, and New-Creation ; So That 
Glory was none, being ſo much exceeded by Chri# as Mediator ; which is 
alſo a remaining Glory, always, going on to the Perfection of Glory. 

Whatever theretore' of Righteouſneſs ariſes any way to, or in Man, not 
thus derived from Chrif, Scripeure calls it Fleſh, as being Man's Rigbteonſne(;, 
not Gods; and Righteouſneſs of Fleſh, that is, of Humane Erc&ion, no: 


Gods Righteouſneſs ; and fo the Holineſs riſing from Mens Faculties, and | 


Power, is Born of Fleſh, and fo is Fleſh, and is not Spirit, not after the Spirit ; 
'Cherefore it-cannot See, Enjoy, or enter into the Kingdom of God. And this 
mult needs be plainly our Lords Senſe ; and thus he does nor ſpeak-of Fleſh, 
Corrupt Fleſh, as it ſpeaks Luſt, and foul Corruption; for that cannot pretend 


to have any thing to do in the matter of Righteouſneſs,” and Holineſs; but by, 


Fleſh, is to be underſtood Creature-Righteoaſneſs, and- Holineſs, as in our pre- 
ſent Fallen State ; and in regard of this, No Fleſh, ( that is, Man with all his 
Powe:.s, 
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Powers, even of Soul in this ſinful lapſed Nature ; whatever is not of God in 
Chriſt is this Fleſh,.) I ſay, no ſuch Fleſb ſhall booſt, or Glory in his preſence 
as having obtained the glory of God, nor be juſtified in bu Sight. 

Now by all this, it plainly Appears, the Goſpel is-1o diſtin, in each par- 


ticular from the Law, that it can no- more return back into a Lew, accord- 
ing to Scripture Diſcourſe, when it ſpeaks ſtrily of: Law, as Lew, then the 


Law become Goſpel : Yet I ſhall further argue it more particularly, that the 
Goſpel cannot be a Law in the proper Scripture Senſe of a Law ; although it 
be to be acknowledged, the Law can never ceaſe to'be, becauſe it is Eternal 
Righteouſneſs ; and it hath, and ought to have Power upon all the Reſerve of 
the Light, and Law of Nature, and upon all the Improvements of it by 


"Common Grace from the helps of Revealed Truth in the Ford of God; Yea, 


even the very Saints, and Servants of Chriſt are hereby kept within Bounds at 
any Time, or in any As, wherein the Grace of Chrilt is not preſent co them 
more abundantly; they are hereby a&ed to their Duty; and theSupream Wi: 
dom, and Grace of the Goſpel ſubordinates ic to its own Purpoſes, both in 
the Ele, and in the Non-EleR, as hath been ſhewn. 

And this Anſwers all Cavils about the DoRtrin of Free grace, as if the 
Teaching of it were Antinomianiſm, and let men looſe either ro Carnal Li- 
centiouſnefs, Eaſe and Security, Till the grace of God ſhould come, and 
Work. But even while the Eye of the Soul is ſupreamly upon Free grace, 
che free gift of Righteouſneſs, and of the Spirit ; yet the Law binds every 
Soul to its Ul::mwum Poſſe, the All it can do; and the Goſpe/ ſubordinates the 
Law to engage Men ſo to do; and though this be no Condition, or 
Qualification, on which Free grace is determined ; yet it is oftentimes the 
way, and method of Supream grace to come upon ſuch motion, and aRion of 
the Soul; not for the ſake of that, but for its own fake, therefore to excite 
thereunto; And it is one of the Wiſe methods of Gods Government of the 


Forld to make it Habitable for his Els fake, to Influence the Hearcs, and 


Actions of men either by that light of Nature, or by his Goſpel: All which 
I have prefixed, as oily to remove all Scruple, and doubt of what is to 
come after in the proof of this, that the Goſpel is not a Law, 

For by what is ſaid, it Appears, the Goſpel and the Law are joined ; one 
to and with another, in ſweeteſt Conſent, ſo that all in Chriſt are $yy0,w;, or 
under the Law to Chriff, and neither entrench upon, nor entertere, one 
with the other ; But if they are divided or ſer one in Oppoſition to the other, 
either Antinomianiſm truly ſo called, Or a Covenant of Works is brought in ; 
cven as the Fews ſeparating that Law from Chriſt, turned it to therr own 
oreat Ruininto a Covenant of Works ; and the Apoltle intimates every where 
the great danger of turning the grace of God into Licentiouſneſs, or proclaiming 
a _ 1 Sin, that Grace may Abound ; if we do not join the Law under 
the Goſpel, | 

But hh Joining, and Setting them in a Conſent, and Union in the great 
End ; the glory of Grace from the Foandation of the World ; we Honour, 
and Eſtabliſh boch; and plainly Underſtand ;3 That the Goſpel is only a 


Cove- 


of . Goſpel Truth, 25 


Covenant. of Grace, -a Miniftration' of Righteouſneſs, Life, and Spirit ; and * et 
hath ſo many-admirable Rules of Holineſs, tuch powerful Commands anc 
Exhortations to it; as alſo to Faich in Chriſt, and Repentance, {o many 
dreadful Threatnings and Denunciations, and 1o:fevere a Judicature at the 
laſt, not-in it ſelf, but by the. Miniſtry of the Law. In that the Law is fo pre- 
pared, as to ſerve it fully and adequately; thereunto ; and it felt only, { as 
hach been aid.) is a Miniſtration of Rightequſneſs;, and Life. 

Obj, If any ſhould ſay, By what means can the Goſpel thus Preach the 
Law, and hold out all the Perfections and Severities of it, both as to it ſelf, 
as a Declaration of Free Grace only ; or as to the Law, as an Eternal Law of 
Me, and not be turned into'a Law? - | 
> Anſw. he Goſpel being the manifeſtation of Life, and Salvation, it muſt 
needs come with a great glory of Light,and Truth, on every thing; wherein 
the whole nature of Life and Death, Happineſs and Mitery, the Humane 
Nature can be concerned in,ſtands; fo. that tho, it is not a Law,it is yet a Do- 
&rin of the greateſt Amplitude, Compaſs and Extent in all things, that per- 
tain to Life and Godlineſs, . or on the other -ſide, to: Sin, and Death : | So that 
as the Apoſtle ſays, it hath Brought Life and Immortality. to light ; 10 it hath 
brought all the other things any way related thereto to Light : So then it is 
out of all doubt; when ever. the Goſpel comes, a great Light comes, like 
the Morning ſpread on the Mountains : It is therefore called, the Day ſpring 
from on biek, _ to Night and Darkneſs, and the Vally of the Shadow of 
Death; and ſo that there is a ſupport of, and in all.our greater illuminations , 
of Natu;al Conſcience; oy; age eternal Word, Enlightning every mean that comes 
into the World ; and on this very account were thoſe niore Heroick. efforts of 
Natural Light, and Moral Philoſophy, by Seneca, Plutarch, Plotinus, Simplicins , 
about the very time of the ſpread. of the Goſpel-Light by the Apoſtles. 

I come therefore to decide that noble Queſtion, as I ſtile it, whether the 
Goſpel can bear or comport with the true Notion or ſenſe of a Law. To 
anſwer 'this Queſiion, There muſt be firſt a due Underſtanding, and Nori- 
on of a Law: In the general, Law may be applied'to any, Dodrin, or deter- 
minate Frame, Conſtitution, or Settlement, that-cannot be changed, cr 
varied. And thus the Goſpel may be called a Law. 

But this is but a very general and looſe Notion of.a Law. : There is a 
more {tric ſenſe, of it ; and it imports three things. - 

t. A rule of Action, given by a juſt Authority, that muſt be obſerved. 

2, It oppoſes a Power reſigens/ in the Perſon under that Command, and 

therefore it.,e&xpe&s Obediance without: any; further Aſliltance, or Git: 
_ of Power, - to enable 'in the- Obedience. 
3. Rewards, or Puniſhments are ſuſpended upon the Ob<dience, or Dit 
obedience, and;a juſt Judgment mult accordingly be given. 
But ſuch a-Law,'agthis the-Gpſpel, a Coyenar, of Grace, cangot be, as 
may; be argued apon. theie great;Accounts. »;- 1 4 oo og 
Argi, F,. There can be no! Law-gjyen, 'no rale.of holy Action, but is 
muſt ngeds merge and.fall into ;the! Eternal Law of Righteonſne|s, 211d be the 
ſame with it, being ſo perſe&, and (as- hath been ſhewn) Exece:iins Brea: ; 
ſo that upon a ſuppoſal of a new propoſal of Grace, the ac<2punce an-! 
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—_— —_ is —— much commanded by the Eternal Law, as any of 
tne moit Natural Moral Duties of Fear of God, or Righteouſneſs 

may be faid of Repentance. 4 —_——_—_ ER; 

Arg. 2. The {uppoſal of the GoſpePs being a new Law, neceflarily ſap- 
poles a new Power given, as large as that Law. So that whoever teaches 
the Goſpel a Law, mult alfo affert; All ts whom the Goſpe/comes,mult have 
a Power vouchſated enabling them to: Faith and Repentance ; which ſeeing 
Mr. Williams dilowns, as given to All, the Argument, is very heavy upon 
him ; But, as I have ſtated Faith and Repentance within the firſt Law, The 
firſt Power given obliges without any Power vouchſafed a new, even as to 
all other Duties of Obedience, as'hath been faid. | 

For the further Illaſtration of the Point, that a new Law requires new 
Power. | 

Let it be ſuppoſed Adam had no power of Faith, or Repentance, ever given 
him ; he could not forfeit from his Poſterity, what he never had. 

If there be then a Law of Faith, and Repentance given, there muſt be a 
Power of Faith and Repentance anſwering that Law ; and fo there muſt be 
ſuch univerſal power of Grace given, as may anſwer that Law in all,to whom 
it extends, as a Law. 

But now, let us look upon Faith, and Repentance to be a Law included 
within the univerſal Law of Righteouſneſs 3 as I do; and as muſt needs be 
done, viz. Upon two Snppoſitions. 

1. That Man is fallen into Sin. 

2. That God is pleafed to offer a Me4iator and a Pardon, and fo to ac- 
cept the Righreouſneſs of another, and Repentance after Sin : It will then fol- 
low, the Faith and Repentance commanded, are but the exertions of that 
Poer of the Image of God firlt given ; for the ſame Power that tends to Con- 
ſervation in the tirſt Righteouſneſs, works to Reſtitution to that Righteouſneſs, 
when loft, upon any poſlibility of Recovery. 

Herein therefore 15 the Grace of the Mediator to all Mankind, that he hath 
ſhored up the lapſed Faculties of Humgne Nature Univerfally ; that there are 
tome Reſerves of that Law, and light of the Firſt Creation, ſome of the Char- 
acers, and firſt impreflions for very great Ends, both as to the Government 
of theWorld; as alſo to faſten the grace of the Goſpe] unto,to whom it comes ; 
and ſeeing the Patience and Long-ſuffering and Bounty of God to mankind is a 
Witneſs of ſome merciful Intention. | 

Finding therefore ſuch motions of the Law of Nature within, and 
of mercitul Providence without ; here is fo mnch of the general good- 
2c{s of God leading Men to Repentance, as will leayee ven the Gentiles 
without Excuſe at that day. 

Now then God requiring of Fallen Man no other thing, than what he 
gave him power for at firſt, and what he hath by the Mediator ſuſtained 
him in tome Reſerves of : According to the Thoughts, therefore - Accu 
ing, or Excuſing in the day of Chriſt, and according to God judgs the Sterats 
of a!l Hearts by the Goſpel, preſerving theſe Remainings of the Law of Na- 
zzre, ſhall all be derzrmined upon, at that day. all 
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And thus every thing ſtands cicar and fair, according to the difcourte: 


of Scripture, according to ſound Reaſon 5 whereas all elſe muſt be full of 


Trouble, and Rencounter, againſt the Grace of the Goſpel, as againlt that {o 
evident Experience of God's giving the very Light of the Goſpel by his own 
Free Will and Grace ; and thoſe Laws of Humane F4fjce and Equity, of which 
we have ſo inward a ſenſe; and ſurely in cyery thing 4t-appears,that the Firit 
Law of Righteouſneſs, continues, and ſtands faſt ; Thus its Authority falls free- 
ly on the Goſpel, either as there is any witneſs of it among the Heathen ; or 
as it is publiſhed, and made known to any by the immediate Preaching 
and Reading ofit; and as the Goſpel for all its great Uſes, and Ends takes 
it into it ſelf: But yet ſtill it is it felf a A4nitration only of Life, of Righte- 
ouſneſs, and of the Spirit, and the Tranſcript of the everlaſting gracious pur- 
poſes of God from Eternity. | bs "6- 
Arg. 3. If the Goſpel be a New Law, it miuſt have a Promulgation, as 
univerſal;as it is a-Law; and ſeeing it is the only Name under Heaven, given to 
the Children of Mcn, whereby they can be Saved ; if it were a Lew, it 
would certainly. be by the goodneſs and equity of God Proclaimed 
and made known to all Mankind, even to every Perſon, for Faith, Repent- 
ance, and Obedience ; but as it is a counterpart of that ſupream purpoſe of 
Grace in God towards his Ele&, and not a Law ; It is enough that it be 
made known to ſo many as are Called according to Pwrpoſe; to all others 
God is at Freedom ; For even the general Patience, and Bounty of God 
are ſufficient manifeſtations of ſome Mercy, that ſhould excite Men to ſeek 
after God, and to turn from Sin, and leaving them inexcuſable if they do 
not ; that Natural Law requiring it, when there are fuch hopes, to ſeek. af- 
ter God, as far as they can, according 'to thoſe Hopes, ard Manifeſtations, 
even as in all Natural Duties; and the Caſe is but the ſame in periſhing 
without Geſpel, as in periſhing without Law ; for thus the Apoſtle Argues, while 
he is diſcourſing with Pagans, ( Rom. 2. 3, 4.) according to Natural Light. 
But this Promulgation is riot ſufficient for a New Law of ſo:great good to 
all Man kind. ks 
- . Arg; 4 The Goſpel;jif it were a New Law, it muſt needs be a Law of 
Works ; and indeed elle it were no Law; for tho it be founded in Grace; 
and chough it be a Law accepting Sincerity in the place of perie& Obedi- 
ence; yet it muſt, if it be a Law, ( as ſome miſtakingly ſpeak and would 
have 2 ). reſolve it ſelf into the laſt Iſſue, into fomething done. hy our ſelves, 
by our own power ; even tho we are afliſted by the grace of the Spirit in it; 
yet, there muſt be a power in-us to accept, or retuſe that Atliftance z and if 
lo, beſide the Apoſtle's cofiftant Remonſtrance .to any ſuch. Werks, or I aw 
of Works in the Goſpel Covenant 5; 1; It is evident by the Experiment made 
in Adam, how hazardous the ſmalleſt dependance 1 our own Created Will 
is. Sothe Promiſe could not be Sure ro the Seed, as the Apultic Diſcourles, 
Rom. 4. 2, 2, The Reward would be of Debt, and not of Grace, becaule to 
him that Worketh, tho inthe leait of Work, as the Apolie expicily lays, it 
is fo, .Rem;:4. 4. 3. . There would ariſe caulc of Boaſting to him that ſhov!d 
fo Work ; becauſe by that part how litticfoever, it ſhould be of fork, ie 
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improves, antl exerts his Power ſo, as Thouſands do not ; which gives cauſe 
of Zojting ; now there is nothing the Apoſtle more excludes than Boaſt- 
ing, as moſt contrary to the deſign of God in the Goſpel. 

Zrg. 5. Is the Goſpel be a Law; it is neceſſarily ſuppoſed to be found- 
ed in the Grace.of the\Redeemer, and in every thing weighed out by him, 
that it ſhould nced' m6 further Grace forthe pardon: of Sins againſt it ; it 
being a Law purchaſed by the' Bload' of the Redeemer : Now, it no Sin a- 
gainſt the Law of the Geſpel, as that Law: is apprehended a Law of all Evan- 
oelical Obedience, have the benefit of a Pardon, how dreadful were all onr 
Caſe ; for if this Law allow no Pardon, it'is'expreſly aſſured, There Remains 
20 more Sacrifice for Sin, but 'that of the Goſpel ; and it that extends not to 
Sins' againſt, the Goſpel; there! would reſt nothing to us, but'a certain 
Fearful expeftation of Fudgment, and Fiery Indignation : If it be 1aid, there isno 
ſin againſt this ay, -but final Unbelief, Impenitency, or Infincericy, or an 
Apoſtacy including all theſe ; How imperte& then is the Evangelical Law 
that hath command: only upon thoſe final Reſules of- our State and Caſe ; 
and. the SkbjeRts of ie are either left to- the' Law of Works-in all other Caſes ; 
or elſe being under no Law, there is no Tranſgreſſion but thoſe fore-named. 

- Bur if; the-Iaw do fo ratifie- and confirm the Goſpel in thoſe grand 
Points of Faith;'and\ Repentance, by 'its own Authority, and in all things 
elſe ftand the immutable Rule of Holineſs ; then the Grace of the new Cove- 
»ant does offer Pardon and Remiſlion, by the Blood of that Everlaſting Cove- 
ant, and/needs not be a Law, but a Fountain of Pardon, and Remiflion, 
and. of Power'-and Strength. only, as hath been Explained ; enabling to 
evety. Ae of Obedience, both of Faith- and Repentance, and all Holineſs, 
and making'Atronement for every Diſobedience, and ImperfeRion ; which ir 
does not Prevent. From all which is much the fairer and clearer ſtate of the 
Caſe in Reaſon, and more agreeable to the Scripture, duly conſidered and 
compared. | 

Add hereunto ; The Condemnation of every Unbeliever is according to the 
Law of Righteouſneſs, becauſe He loves Darkneſs rather than Light,' in that his 
deeds are Evil, and To he dares not come to the Light ; This, ſaith Chriſt, '# the 
Condemnation, Joh. 3. 19. | 

And thus, it the Law does ratifieand confirm the Goſpel with its own pro- 
>er Authority, as hath been aſſerted ; every offence ſeemingly againſt the 
Sandtion of Grace is Condemned by the Law; as primarily againſt it ſelf, and 
fo the Covenant of Grace is applied-to: for the Pardon of it, and as againft it 
ici; which is all Grace, as a Covenant, and hath nothing of Law; but as fin 
againſt the Goſpel it cannot but be againſt that Eternal! Law -to refuſe 
Grace when offered by God and Chriſt, as will fully appear by the next 
Argument. 

Arg. 6. The Apoſtle ſays, the Goſpel, or New Teſtament, truly, pro- 
perly, or {trialy defined, is a Miniſtration only of Righteouſneſs, of Life, of 
the Spirit, not of the Letter, that K/leth, but of the Spirit that giverh Life; 
it can. therefore-be. no Law, except uporr it felf ; tor if it Mmifter Tſe, 
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Righteouſneſs, Spirit only; if it write not in Tables of | Stone, nor with Ink in Pa» 
per, but in the Tables of Hearts, and by the Spirit of the Irving God; And it 
it is not only written in the Heart, (as the Apoſtle ſays, The Law « written 
in the Hearts of all Men ; which may be turned by Diſobedience to it, into an 
accuſing Record; ) but gives a mighty Spirit enabling,and a gracious Pardon 
remitting, as is evident by the whole Covenant cof Grace ; if all tli's be fo, 
then whatever it charges, it charges upon it ſelf ;- that it bath not ſo Min: 
fired as it takes upon is to Miniſter 3 and that 'ic hath not Miniffred as fact 
a Miniftration, as it aflerts it ſelf to be to all, that are within it as its proper 
Subjects; it muſt fault it ſelf, as the other Covenant was found fault with, 
becauſe they Brake it that were under it. '- Bur-feeing this cannot be ſuppo- 
ſed of fo Gloriows a Miniſtration ; The Goſpel cannot be a Law Requiring 
and Condemning, when not- Obeyed ; but a Covenant' of Grace Miniſtring 
Righteouſneſs and Pardon, and not Condemnation tor what ever isagainſt the 
Eternal Law, on the Goſpel account, as well as on the Law's account ; and fo 
giving Power, and enabling to whatever the Law requires on its own, or 
the Goſpel account : Laſtly, Miniftring Righteouſneſs, and Pardon in what- 
ever, it Miniſters only in Degrees, and not to Perfeftion. | 
Having thus determined upon the ſecond Head, That however the Law 
and the Goſpel unite, one with the other in ſeveral *great Concernments, 
and Intereſts of both; yet neither can the Law paſs into Goſpel, nor the 
Goſpel become a Law. I come thereforeto the third Head to make our, 
That the Humiliation under the fight and ſenſe of Sin, .effe&ted by the Spirit of 
Bondage ; Faith in Chriſt, and Repentance,*are not Qualifications, or Con- 
ditions of an Intereſt in Chriſt or Fuſtification by his Righteouſneſs, but are 
effluxes from Ele&img Love, and trom Chriſt the Mediator, and from - his 
Righteouſneſs and Redemption 5 and whoever has a ſenſe of theſe great Con: 
cernments of Eternity, 15 not to wait for theſe as Qualifications, or Coniti- 
ons, but to haſten to Chriſt, to fly ro him for Refuge, to be found in him, 'and 
look to Chriſt fot all theſe great Effeas and to expe them from him; is 
ſuch'Effes3* for fuch-they  ate' to all the El# ;* though to the Non Zlett; 
they are Branches of theAame' Frernally Righteous Law; iipon Promulgarion 
of the Goſpel of Salvation' by! Chriſt, and upon the very acknowledgment 
of Chriſt as a Saviour, and the general ſenſe of our loſt State. 
"Flay in the Non-Ele&# alſo, an Uniformity in the. Order, of firſt looking 
to Chriſt upon thofe' two great Declarations of the Gofpel. 1. That all Men 
are loft and undone in themſelves ; which riſes up alſo from evident, even 
Senſe and Experience, ' NID ES RO 
2. That'in Jeſus” Chriſt there is Life and Salvation for' Sinners from 
whence 'alſo it naturally follows in Reaſon and crue Arguing ; as'the 'Apo- 
ftle obſerves; If one died for all, then were | all - Dead ; 1o that Propoſiticn; 
Fhat Chriſt Hath died 'for Sinners, ' may be iti Divine Declaration; as welk 
firft, as the other; viz; Thae all are loft withour Chriſt; Phe very Preach- 
ing of Chriſt, infers iti all erue Judgment, as the Apoſtle Reaſons 3 Thar all 
arefoſt in themſelves; I know not, then why in regard of ies LVignity, ic 
may nor" be firſt; that Jeſus Chriſt dyed for Sinners ;.or why not fo 'in molt 
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Abſolute Confideration? For though it is true in our State, our loſt State 
is before the offer of Salvation in Chriſt in time ; yet Grace in Chriſt is 
firſt in the Purpoſe of God before the World began ; and the permiſlion of the 
Fall, and of our loft State upon it, came 1n after : I know not therefore 
why that great Propoſition, God ſo loved the World, that he gave his only Be- 
gotten Son, that whoever Believes in him, jhould not Periſh, but bave Eternal Life ; 
ſhould not be throughout the Supream,and Firſt, and carry the other in it ; 
That then all were Dead : And when the Propoſition the Apoſtle gives, That 
Chriſ# died for the chief of Sinners, 1s Firſt; Then the Bekef and Acceptation 
ſhall follow ; and the abundance of Grace, and the gift of Righteouſneſs, Draw, 
Invite, and Invigorate the receprion of it, | 

I fay therefore, even to Non-Eled, as well as to the Ele# the firſt thing to be 
oftered is Chriſt himſelf, to be Received and Believed on ; He then is the 
Fourdation and Fountain of all,even of that which is called Condition and 
Quaiitication : For if we do but weigh two things, it mult needs reſolve us 
in this matter. * ole be be . 

Arg. 1. it Redemption be Redemption, it muſt it fel ore all thi 
of Qualification, a four rang elſe it were not Redemption cncentis 
as Chriſt is ſaid ro be the Author of Salvation to them, who, (He being 
the Author of it ) obey Him; foralmuch, as that is ſo great a Point of Sal- 
vation.and he the Author of all Salvation, is therefore of that, viz. Obeying 
Him. Docs not Chriſt draw all to him ? Is not the Grace of our Lord abun- 
dant with Faith and Love, that are not brought to Him, but in Him ? Does 
not the Eye, the look of the Grace of Chriſt upon any. Sinner move ham as 
Peter,to Sorrow after Godto Faith,Repentance,humble ſenſe of Sin? Andthere- 
fore what is.a Sinner to do but to Yook to Chriſt to be Saved; to look on him 
2hom he hath Pierced ? And even ſuch Preſcriptions;to look to Him, to come 
to Him,are held out to Souls, principally tho our Duty be included, butin at- 
tendance on the Grace of. Chriſt, to ſee how, where,and on whom it will 
move : And in the very Nature of the thing, it is impoflible,any Qualificati- 
on ſhould be before hand to Him, who is come not only to Seve, but to ſeek 
that which is loſt : It. is moſt true therefore if any be Chril'stheſe things ſhall 
in their time be all ManifeFed in them, for they are prepared for them. 

Arg. 2, What is it. by which we are Red d ? .Is ic.not the Righte- 
ouſneſs, Sufferings, Death, Blood and Obedience of Chriſt ? Mult not theſe then 
be in their Power, Motion, and Actuation before any thing elſe? Secing byFaith 
we are Saved, which is the Gift of, God ; muſt nor the Author of Salvation 
and of Faith give that ? And does God give any ſuch Grace, by which we 
2re Saved, but through the Redemption of :Chriſh, for his lakep' And cauſe 
he hath #r/# given his Sun, docs not he give all theſe to rnite us to him ? Does 
not his &/ood Purchaſe,and beſtow that Faith in his Blood? Muſt it. not needs. be 
then true z as we Believe that we may be Juſtified ; 1 alio maqſhgruc; Lhoſe 
Sheep for whom Chriſt hath laid down his Life, Thoſe be mutt-bring.in ; and 
how are they bronghe tin; but; by Believing ? If therefore They are brought 
ji by Þaich, hethar-muft bring them in, muſt take eftectual Care, that they 
ma Peizeve 5 And ieeing lie laid down bis Life for bus Sheep,' and prves them 
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or Eternal Life, nor any other Grace Preparatory, or Perfe&ory ; but whar 
Free Grace it ſelf undertakes for. 


Obje&#. But it may be faid there is an order of the Links of the Chain of 


Salvation, and Vocation (wherein Faith and Repentance are contained ) is in 
order before Juſtification, and ſo may ſtand as a Qualification, and Condi- 
tion to Fuſtification, and none may preſume to touch at Fuſfification or Par- 
don till they are qualified by Faith, and Repentance, given in Vocation before 
Fuſtification, Rom. 5. ? 

Anſw. It hath been already acknowledged there is a Wiſe and Holy Or- 
der in the ſeveral links of the Chain of Salvation, but not by ſuch a way of 
Dependance, as ſhould leflen the Dignity, the equal Determination, and 
certainty of each part in the Eternal Fore-knowledge, and Ele#ing Love of 
God in Chriſt. 

/——_—_ ly therefore, it is — there is an Order of Yocation, 
or Calling bee Fuſtification, Rom. 8. and of Wiſdom before Righteouſneſs, 
x Cor. I. 31. But this Calling is the firſt Change of the State of every Ele& 
Perſon from ſin to God ; the delivery from the Power of Darkneſs, and Tran- 
flation into the Kingdoms of the Lord eſs the Dear Son of God : For he bath 
called ws, faith the Apoſtle, out of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light : It is 
the turning from Darkneſs to Light, it is the cutting out of the Olive, and 
Vine, wild by Nature, and the implanting into the True Vine, and Olive ; it is 
the beginning of Faith, and Repentance, and of all Holmeſ, and Senſe of E- 
ternity, (hong they have a further ſtate in San&#ification, and diſtin& from 
Calling) which is the trus paſſing from Death to Life, and always abides ſo. 
Itis a Voice alarming the Soul at the firſt. Ir is the Voice of the Son of God, 
quickning whom he will ; But then, that which ſhews, this is not a Condicion 
or Quahkfication only is ; that Vocation, or Callmg does not go off, it is ſtill 
Vocation, it is a holy Calling, even until Glory : It is Wiſdom without any 
change, as the word certainly atſures ; Therecan be no more Return to Folly, 
It is a Calling in this regard, It is a certain Abiding therein with God ; So Scri- 
pture every where ſpeaks of it; It is aCelling to Glory,and Virtue; a Calling to 0- 
tain Salvation ; So ſaith the Apoſtle, You ſee your Callimg;who hath Called us ith 
an holy Calling, Called according to purpoſe, As He ws bath Called you is Holy ; 
All theſe Expreſlions plainly ſhew, this Calling is a ſettled, eſtabliſhed Grace, 
even, as Juſtification, and rogether with it entring into Glory ; So that to 
make Callmg a meer Qualification, or Condition, is to degrade it from the 19h 
Dignity, Scripture hath inveſted it with ; I account it the fiiſt Hand of 
Grace ſtijl holding the Soul, ſo that though there be Fu{ificaticn, and Sa 
tification, a Work of Faith fulfilled with Power , Repent ance never to be Repented 

; and the whole Courſe ot San#ification goes on to the Day-of Chriſt ; yer 
that firſt Work is it {elf ſecured by Grace, as all the reſt of the Works of 
Grace: So that, as the Apoitle ſays, the Gifts, and ( Calling )) of God are 
without Repentance, it is never recalled ; And in the ſame manner may be 
diſcourſed concerning Son#ification. It is no Qualification for, or-Gonditicn 

| : ct 
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Eternal Life; All muſt be on the ſame Title, and Tenure, vis. bx Life /aid 
down ; So Faith is no more a Condition, or Qualification, than u/t:fication, 


Z 2 A; JUght, "Zfate: 
of Glory; But there is-real Self-fubfiſtence of each of theſe, fot their own 
Worth and Excellency;-and- though they are htted for, and: connedted one 
with the other in Infinite//i/dom, and Prudence, Eph. 1.8, Yet they are alſo 
Independenc, and Self-ſubſiſtent alſo, in the Divine Decyee ; each one by ir 
ef, ;and All-from Free:Grace;- 0 07 (7,00 70 a. 

- 'This then afſures,: none of thoſe great Links of Salvation, howevet joined 
one to another, but is yet of itſelf, and by ic ſelf,” but all ſill of Free Grace a 
Becauſe none of them go'off,, but remain together with all the others to Eter- 
zity. The very firſt Ca//-hath an Eternal Abiding ; Fſtification by the 
Rigbteouſneſs of + Santification by the Spirit of Chriſt abide, and continue, 
even as Gloryit ſelf: 'Calling is as free as Fa bifi ation For except that grand 
Foundation ;: Bemg of God in Ch#iſt, by Eternal EleQion, what Qualification, 
or Eondition, can there be of Cutting out of the Wild Olive or Vine, unleſs to 
be in the Wild ones, or in Darkneſ, are made a Condition? San#ification, or 
making Perfe& in every good Work to do bas Will, and Working in us what is 
well-pleaſing in his ſight is as much ſecured as Glorification is; and Fuſtification 
may. as well be called a Condition. of San#ification, ( For God San#ifies hone 
but whom he Jaſtifies ) -as Calling a Condition of Juſtification, or Santtification 
ot Glorification. | | | 

Seeing then ( cutting off only ſome Particularities ) as proper to the pre- 
ſent State; All Theſe are of God in Chriſt, and are found together in the 
ſtate of Grace here, and perfe&ted each diſtin& in Glorification ; and G/o- 
rification ; diſtin& from them All, and: by it ſelf in- that Huſtrious ſtite-bf 
Saints ; ſuperadded\to all that Perfe&ion of Grace,even in Glory ; I may-con-" 
clude none of Themis either Qualification, or Condition, but of and by it ſelf 
in Free grace... 

And this is Caution, Limitation, Prevention of Deception ſufficient ; 
That no one part can be without the other, 

Scripture therefore ſpeaking of theſe Things ſo freely, 1o — It! 
ſhews All is alike, Free-gift, Free-grace; All is in Connexion, and infepara-' 
ble Concatenation ; and indefailable :Certainty to- rhe- Ele&; and . Grace 
opens ſometimes one way ſometimes another; as to Appearance 'or Mani- 
teſtation. But whoever is to be adviſed or dire&ted to the moſt wiſe and 
hopeful Method, in Caſe of Doubt; Ir is to lie at the Foot of God through 

ariſt, for All grace from firſt co laſt ; and not to ſtay for, or, reſt 'in any 
of our Preparations, or Qualifications; -but. to -preſs'up as near, and as clo 
to - Chriſt as ,we can ; And.happy 4s he, whom hei:CaHerb" 1o.to do,'for 
from ' whom elſe can, we: hope fort any; for fv much as'the: Firſt-"Tarn'of 
var Soulz ro Ged, Himſelf, and into the whole. way Everlafting; as from, in, 
66G thiroutch him alone. =  þ 

And 15 1 have diſpatched the Third Head I propoſed, and: come to+the- 
Fourth and LaſtI am: yer ro ſpeak to; And that is; /Thatthe Procedure of” 
the Zudgment of Chriſt at that Great Day ; However' it be Repreſented ma Tre-' 
gar of the Exadnebs, Righteoufneſs, and Equity. of it, asf ic-was, and ſhall 
be by, the Examination of every Mans Works, and an Application of 
thole Horksto Law, and that the Law, as vindicating the Goſpel ; Yet from 
| un. 
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utidonbted, and undeniable Grounds of Scripture it muſt needs be, that the 


Good, and the Bad are judged by their very Appearance in, and our of 


'Chrift, and ſo found written, or not found written, in the Book of Life : And 
that fo every Man's Caſe is determined, and yet that the Works of the Ser- 
vants of -Chriſt, Cloath, Apparel, and adorn them; or as the Scripture 
ſays, Follow them ; and the Works of Evil Men, or their Sin finds them ont, 
Comes, as Water imo their Bowels, and as Oil to their Bones ; is as the Gar- 
ment that covers them, -and as the Gird/e, wherewith they are girded continu- 
ally, Notwithſtanding this All cheſe three Things are moſt admirable in the 
grand Oecconomy of that Day; which the Father only, and not ſo much, as the 
Created Humane Nature of Chriſt could 'adjuſt, or ſet in Order, or in that 
ſenſe knows,. or hath Cognizance of. 

1.” The Spirits of Good, and evil Men re-inveſted wich Bodies, muſt ne- 
ceſlatily be underftood to return into them with thoſe Reſentments, they had 
in the Enjoyment of (ns or in Separation from him; the Happineſs of 
the one, and Milery pf the othe : 
ſuch their Re-inveſtiture ſhould ſtupifie, and benum, and efface, what the 
"were ſo newly in the full Senſe of ; That to me is the great Argument again 
Pre-exiſtence ; that there are no Traces of the Sentiments, in that former 
ſuppoſed Exiſtence, without which no Improvement can bs apprehended 
co be made of the State before this, and the Experiences thereinz but we are 
as much Strangers to them, as it it were on all ſides confeſſed, we never were 
before. This would be much ſtranger here, when the whole Man, Spirit, 
Soul, and Body, are immediately to enter into the full Pofſzflon of the Hap- 
pineſs, or. Miſery, before enjoyed, or ſadly felt; and therefore can by no 
means be ſuppoſed to loſe what they had, both in regard of the Juſtice of 
God upon thart ſtate of Spirits, as in Priſon ; and what is to be further execu- 
red upon them : and much more in regard of his Grace to Spirits, that had 
been as the Apoſtle fays with Chriſt, and that are ſo immediately to appear 
in Bodies of Glory. | | \ . 

2. The very Company, and eſpecially the great:;Head, and Prince under 
whom, and with whom the Saints, appear does mok illuſtriouſly ſhew their 
Pardon, and perfet Abſolution and Fuſificatios irom all their Sin; and 
the perte&ted, compleated Holineſs, and inherent Righteouſneſs, received from 
the imputed Rig hreowſneſs and Spirit ,communicated by his 5pirit, of Chriſt : So 
that they appear in Robes made white in the Blood of the Lemb, and with Palms 
of Vitory in their Hands: They are Fuſs Men made eveiy way Perfett ; 
their Sins are blotted out, when the times of Refreſhing ceme from the preſence of 
the Lord : Herein thcy are above Judgment in themſelves, even as Chriſt their 
Head, their appearing with Him is their immediate Juſtification; borh accord- 
ing tothe Eternal law, and Everlaſting Goſpel, and with him th:y Judge 4» 
gels, and the Ferld; But thoſe who Have no Inereſt in Chritt, not being 
with him, even that is their Condemnation ; That he knows 1hem not, that 
they are made to depart, and to go away from bim: tus he that 1s Taſtified 
is for ever Juſtified, and he that 15 Filthy, and wnrighteous is 30 for ever, All 
which is in one view determined by being wich, or not with Febowab = 
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Righteouſneſs the Sun of Righteouſneſs, ariſing with Glory in his Rays, or Righ- 
reouſneſs upon us, or Healing in bus Wings. And this is according to what hath 
been ſaid and according to all chat hath been diſcourſed of our being found in 
Chriſt, and receiving all from him ; and ſo apprehending that State of Perfefion, 
tor which we are apprebended of Chriſt Feſac. 

. 2. The very View, and Appearance in Bodies of Glory and Light, and Pu- 
rity ; called Armies of Heaven, on White Horſes, in Linnen white and clean, 
Bodies made like to hs glorious Body, by that Power of his ſubduing all things to 
it ſelf; the being made /ike to Chriſt by ſeeing him, as he is 3 does without any 
other Law, but the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jim, ſet free from 
the-Law of Sin and Death ſufficiently ; declare Saints to be ſo without laying 
them to any other Law; And all the Wicked” are known by their Bodies of 
Shame and Contempt ; like Men condemned, and known to be ſo by their 
Priſon Cloths, their Chains, and Fetters : Sheep are preſently known, and Goats 
appear Goats by that very Law of Appearance. 

And thus I have laid down the great Dodctrin of the New-Teftament in theſe 
Points, as I have Reaſon from-ſuch an abundant Scripture Evidence to be af- 
furd : Let me for a Concluſion recommend to all the Miniſters of rhe Goſpel, 
the due Conſideration of the whole matter ; For it is of moſt exceeding Con- 
cernment' to our Miniſtry ; This is our Enablement, our Sefficiency, as Mini- 
ſters of the New-Teſtament, to Preach not the Letter, but the Spirit ; to Preach 
it as a Miniiſtration of Righteouſneſs, and not of Condemnation; as a Miniſtration 
not of the Letter, but of the Spirit ; For the Letter Killeth, but the Spirit giverb 
Life. Thus-we ſhall Miniſter it in its Abiding, Continuing Glory, as it ſhall con- 
tinue in the Kingdom of Chrif, ſet out in all its Freenefs, and in all its Efficacy: 
We cannot elſe Triumph in manifeſting the Savor of. the Knowledge of Ori 
nor will our niſtry be of Sufficiency to be a Sawor of Death unto Death to the 
loſt, as it ought to be according to the Divine Ordination laid down by the 
Apoſtle, 2 Cor. c. 2, 3, For if the Full, and true Grace of the Goſpel be not 
ſet out; as a Miniftration of Righteouſneſs, of Life, and of the Spirit; It does not 
offer to Men the great Goſpe/ Experiment, whether it is unto them a Savor of 
Life unto Life,or of Death unto Death; They have not that high Savor of the know- 
ledge of Chriſt, that is the Inſtrument of Grace, as by a moſt Divine, and hea- 
venly Suffumigation or Perfume of Life to excite, and bring to Life; ſuch a 
Rream of Life eo give Life from the Spirit ; nor on the other ſide, till 'This be 
' Adminiſtred, can it according to this Goſpel Canon, or Rule be ſaid ; That the 
Miniftry of it is a ſavor of Death unto Death; for to whomſoever this high 
ſaver of Life is not Adminilſtred, there is not that concluſion to be made, it is 
of Death unto Death ; herein being the ſtrength of the Criſis, or diſtinRion, 
if the higheft ſavor of the Goſpel give not Lite, the only flavor of Life 
be not etfeual to Life, be bur like a dead Sawor, effte& nothing, pro- 
duce nothing of Life ;| it muſt needs be argued, ſuch are unto Death : And 
even the Goſpel Preached, concludes them unto Death, when it does not 
prevail ;\ if the molt irradiant Light of Chriſt the Image of God ſhining to 
Men does not Enlighten; Such. a hiding demonſtrates fuch Loſt, and 
their Caſe Deſperatc.. | 
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Rationalizing, Moralizing upon the Goſpel; yea, Scripture Legalizing upen 
it, without a continual interweaving this high Spirituality, and 1ich Grace of 
it, cannot thus Conclude, Seal and Bind up: If the Fountain and Sources 
of Light and Life be- not kept clear, and open ; tho Men do indeed die, and 
riſh for want of q and Light, yet they are not Sealed and Bound up 
or Death as the true Preaching of the Grace of the Goſpel by this Ordination 
of God declared here by the Apoſtle, does. The cloſe Experiment for want 
of this Miniſtration of the New Teſtament is not made; For the Apoltle ſays. 
Who is ſufficientſo to Preach the Goſpelas that it ſhould be; if not a Savor of 
Life unto Life, the principal purpoſe, defign and ſcope of it ; then of Death un- 
ro Death : "This ſufficiency faith he, is of God, who hath therein Sufficientized 
to Miniſter the New Teſtament, not as of a. Letter that Kills ; bur as of the 
Spirit that giveth. Life ; fo that tho it be not indeed to all a Minifration of the 
Spirit giving Life to all ; yet it is not our Male Admiſtration ; for we are by 
ach a faichful diſcharge of our ſelves a Savor of Death unto Death, without 
which ſo faithful a Diſcharge, we could not be fo ; for ſuch a Preaching on- 
ly, as was faid, puts ſuch a Criffs upon Perſons, makes ſuch a Tremendous 
Goſpel Experiment, which the only Wiſe God hath yet Ordained, ſhould be 
made by the Free Goſpe/ Preaching. 

And that thisExperiment may be made;ſaiththeApaſtle; we take great care 
not to allay the high flavor of the Goſpel, by any mixture of the Dottrin of 
Works with that of Grace; as they, who minding thir own Advantages, 
make a Trade of Debaſing,what is moſt Excellent,by vending worſe in Tem- 
perament with Nobler Liquors : But with greateſt Sincerity as in the ſioht of 
God, we bring forth only pure Goſpel Supream Grace ; and herein we ule a:l 
Freedom, Clearneſs, Frankneſs, Opennel and Boldneſs, in manifeſting this : 
No darkned;unintelligible Doublings between Grace and Works; as Moſes who 
veiled ſo the Goſpel-part of his Minift , that it became a Miniration of 
Death : And becauſe Paul knew how diſtaſteful this purity of Preaching is to 
the Condemned World, that would yet be Righteous ; and to the proud and 
ſtately Powers of Reaſon and Free Will : He. lays, we arm our felves with a 
Divine Courage, and conftancy 'in purſuing this Minifry ; and will rot on 
any account whatſoever, uſe Art, or Guile ; but wich all integrity repreſent 
Truth in its own Light, and leave to God the Diſcrimination of the Let ; 
to whom this Preaching is as the Fealouſie-Water, to diſcover them, when 
their = Mind, the higheſt Rational Part, being Blinded by the God of 
this World, find not the Rays of the Glory of the *Goſpel of Chriſt, ( who 15 
ns Image of God, and all our 'PerteRion 'is Likeneſs to' Him ) ſhintzg to 


em. | | 

| Wherein the Apoſtle manifeſtly alludes, to what he had faid of the Supe- 
rior Glory of the Goſpel to that of the Law, tho that gave ſuch a Glo'y to 
Moſes bis Face: And he alludes alſo to the Vei/ on Moſes bis Face upon that 
Glory, and to the Veil on the Hearts of the Fews to this day. Implying, 
That not to receive this Pure Goſpel Light, is like Fewiſh Unbelief, who Stam- 
bled at that Stumbling-Bleck of Exalting Works, and their own Rigbreonjneſs 
above Chrjſ? and Grace, Was 
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lc 15 true indeed, this Preaching up of our Works, Endeavours, relying 
upon our own Adtion, is very plauſible, and ſeems to carry greater force, 
as being more a kin to our firſt Conſtitution under the Firff Adam, 'And of 
this ths Apoſtle alſo gives a Secret ( as we ſay ) Gird, when, in this ſo great 
Point, he interpoſes not without great Deſign ; Ie Preach not our ſelves. As 
it Preaching, intermingled with Works, and Humane Powers of Hofiriefs, 
were ſetting up and exalting our ſelves into aDominion over mens Conſciences; 
but ſaith He, we Preach Chriſt the o»/yLord,and our ſelves Servants i1 fo high 
a Miniſtry : And in this Epiſtle, Chap. 11. They who even with deſign a- 
gainſt the Grace of the Goſpel, Teach the Law, are as the Apoſtle ſays, in the 
appearance of Augels o Light, and Miniſters of Righteouſneſs, Zealous enforcers 
of Holineſs, and good Life ; if _ yet they ſtop up theſe Springs, and are 
Enemies of this Grace, they are Falſe Apoſtles, A. | Miniſters of Satan; Evil 
Workers, as the Apoſtle calls them, in a taunt of their high pretence to 
Works ; and others for want of true diſtinguiſhing Thoughts, deſirous, and 
moſt propended to be Teachers of the Law, and yet dare not deſert the Grand 
Goſpel-Principles; Know not what they Speak,nor whereof they affirm; that is, do 
not accurately Think, nor Speak; nor Reconcile themſelyes to themſelves ; 
For, the Law s good if a Man uſe it Lawfully, that is, according to the Goſpel 
dirc&ion of it ; But pure porn Lew,, is only pointed, fer againſt choſe, 
upon whom the Goſpel hath not Effe&, who are given up by it as Incurable, 
and unco Death. This I ſpeak not, I appeal to Him, who Searcheth Hearts, 
with Refletion on any Perſon, or fort of Perſons; and leaſt upon Mr. 
I1litams ; of whom I defire much other Eſteem: But ro move and perſwade him and all Preach- 
ers of the Gofpel to reconcile af! their Notions, Diſputes, Preaching the G/orious Goſpel of 
the Bleſſed God commited to their Truft ; which rhe Apoſtle hath defined to be then ſufficiently 
'Preached, when it is Primarily, and till the Goſpel hath remanded the Loft under rhe aggrava- 
red Condemnation of the Law, for refuſing the Grace of the Goſpel ; *rill then, I ſay, the New 
Teſtament is to be Preached, as a Miniſtration of the Spirzt, and not of the Letter ; for the 
Letter Killeth, bar the Spirit giveth Life, a Miniſtration of Life, not of Death, nat of Con 
demnation, but of R:ighteouſneſs;-which Miniſtration ſhall in a ſhort rime' be with Open Face, 
and all Veils removed ; the Lord drawing near, and all Turning co Him, beholding Chriit the 
Image of God, and the Glory of God, in the Face of Chriſt ; we ſhall be Changed \into the ſame 
image, from the Glary of a lower degree now, tothe Glory that ſhall be in perfection, by the 
mighry Effuſions of that \ av; who 1s Fehovgh, that ſhall ſo ſoon be. Now, this high and 
richeft Goſpel Treaſure we have, ſaith the Apoſtle, ar rhe preſent, but im Veſſels of Earth, Men 
of like Corruptions, and guilt; low, and baſe Appearances of ourward Condition and State, and 
of the vile and dying Bodies for Sin ; that the excellency of Divine Grace, and Power may 
be Exalted alone thraughour, and throvghout: For at the peefent;,we have, as the Apoſtle faith, 
all rhis G/ory, bur in hope ; we ſee yet bur as.in a G/aſs, tho with ,an Qpen Race, this Glory: 
But when the A4-;g2lica! Miniitry, Rev. 14. 6+ ſhall in the K:i132dom of Chriſt be Meſſioned and 
ſear out, this M:iniſtration ſhall fo Exceed in Glory, that all other Glory of Humane Righte- 
0/1:2/s ſhall utterly Diſappear ; and when it comes, it ſhall for ever Remain. And this ſhall 
he wizn the 1/rae! of Ged; thall be Called, and Turn'd ro the {Lord ; and. that ſhall be when 
(721:t4 e Times areat an Ed, as Chritt fays, Luke 21. 24+ And when-the Ec/zp/ſe on the 
(3:+.t4le Churches going off they ſhall have a TAigeus, a full Orbed Light, as that Word, Rom. 
11. 2.5. Oppoſedro the "ane, or Eciip/e in that Chapter, properly tigaities; and All this ſhall, 
Ldo1yt not, begin at 1697. | $56 | 
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undoubted, and undeniable. Grounds of Scripture it muſt” needs be, that the 
Good, and the Bad are judged by their very Appearance in, and out of 
Chriſt, and ſo found written, or not found written, 1n the Book of Life : And 
that ſo every Man's Caſe is determined, and yet that the Works of the Ser- 
vants of Chriſt, Cloath, Apparel, and: adorn them; or as the Scripture 
lays; Follow them ; and the Works of Evil Men, or their Sin finds them ont, 
Comes, as Water into their Bowels, and as Oil to their Bones ; is as the Gar- 
ment that covers them, and as the Girdle, wherewith. they are girded contine- 
ally, Notwithſtanding this All theſe three Things are moſt admirable in the 
grand Oeconomy of that Day; which the Father only, and not ſo much, as the 
Created Humane Nature of Chriſt could adjuſt, or fſzt in Order, or in that 
ſenſe Enows, or hath Cognizance of, 
. I. The Spirits of Good, and evil Men re-inveſted with Bodies, muſt ne- 
celarily be underftood to return into thera with thoſe Reſentments, they had 
in the Enjoyment of Chriſt, or in Separation from him; the Happineſs of 
the one, and Miſery of the other : For it is not poſſible to be am that 
ſuch their Re-inveſtiture ſhould ſtupifie, and benum, and efface, what the 
were ſo newly in the full Senſe of ; That to me is the great Argument agair 
Pre-exiſtence ; that there are no Traces of the. Sentiments, in thac former 
ſuppoſed Exiſtence, without which no. Improvement can be apprehended 
ro be made of the State before this, and the Experiences therein; but we are 
as much Strangers to them, as if it were on all ſides confeſſed, we never were 
before. This would be much ſtranger here, when the whole Man, Spirit, 
Soul, and Body, are immediately to enter into the full Poſſeflion of the Hap- 
pinefs, or Miſery, before enjoyed, or fadly felt; and therefore can by-no 
means be fuppoſed to loſe what they had, both in regard of the Juſtice of 
God upon bo ſtate of Spirits, asin Priſon ; and what is to be further execu- 
red upon them : and much more in regard of his Grace to Spirits, that had 
been as the Apoſtle ſays with Chriſt, and that are fo immediately to appear 
in Bodies of Glory. | 

2. The very Company, and eſpecially the great Head, and Prince under 
whom, and with whom the Saints, appear do2s moſt illuſtriouſly ſhew their 
Pardon, and perfet Abſolution and Tufificatios from all their Sin; and 
the perte&ed, compleated Holineſs, and inherent Righteouſneſs, received fron: 
the imputed Righreouſneſs and Spirit ,communicatec! by his Spirit, of Chriſt : So 
that they appear in Robes made white in the Blood of the Lamb, and wich Palms 
of Vietory in their Hands: They are Tuſt Men made every way Perfet ; 
their Sins are blotted out, when the tames of R:/-eſli5ng come, from the preſence of 
the Lord : Herein they are aboye Judgment. in thetuſctres, even as Chry# their 
Head, their appearing with Him is their immediate Juſtification; both accorc- 
ing to the Eternal law, and Everlaſting Goſpel, and with him thzy Judge An- 
gels, and the Ferld; But thoſe who have no Intereſt in Chrift, not being 
with him, even that is their Condemnation ; That he knows ther net, that 
they are made to depart, and to go away from bim: Thus hz that is Ju/*:fiee 
35 tor ever Fuſtified, and he that 1; Filthy, and wnrighteows is 10 for ever., All 
which is in one view determined by being wich, or no with Fehevas our 
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Righteouſneſs che Sun of Righteouſneſs, ariling with Glory in his Rays, or Righ- 
reonſneſs upon us, or Healing in bus Wings, And this is according to what hath 
been ſaid and according to all that hath been diſcourſed of our being found'in 
Chrift, and receiving all from him ; and fo apprehending that State of Perfefion, 
for which we are apprebended of Chriſt Feſus. | 

2. The very View, and Appearance in Bodies of Glory and Light, and Pu- 
rity ; called Armies of Heaven, on White Horſes, in Linnen white and lean, 
Bodies made like to his glorious Body, by that Power of his ſubduing all things to 
it ſelf; the being made /ike to Chriſt by ſeeing him, as he is; does without any 
other Law, but the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chrif Fiſus, ſet free from 
the Law of Sin and Death ſufficiently ; declare Saints to be to without laying 
them to any other Law; And all the Wicked are known by their Bodzes of 
Shame and Contempt ; like Men condemned, and, known to be fo by their 
" Priſon Cloths, their Chains, and Fetters : Sbeep are preſently known, . and Goats 
appear Goats by that very Law of Appearance. ' 

And thus I have laid down the great Dodtrin of the New-Teſftament in theſe 
Points, as I have Reaſon from ſuch an abundant Scripture Evidence to be aſ- 
fur'd: Lerme for a Concluſion recommend to all the Mmiſters of rhe Goſpel, 

the due Cortfideration of the whole matter ; For it is of moſt exceeding Con- 
. cernment* to our XAfniſftry ; This is our Enablement, our S»fficiency, as Mini- 
fters of the New-Teſtament, to Preach. not the Letter, but the Spirit ; to Preach 
it as a Miniſtration of Righteouſneſs, and not of Condemnation; as a Miniſtration 
not of the Letter, but of the Spirit ; For the Letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth 
Life. Thus we ſhall Miniſter it in its Abiding, Continuing Glory, as it ſhall con- 
tinue in the Kingdom of Chriſt, ſet out in all its Freeneſs, and in all its Efficacy: 
We cannot elſe Triumph in manifeſting the Savor. of the Knowledge of Ops 
nor will our Miniſtry be of Sufficiency to be a Savor of Death unto Death to the 
loft, as it ought to be according to the Divine Ordination laid down by the 
Apoſtle, 2 Cor. c. 2, 3. For if the Full, and true Grace of the a be not 
{et out, as a Miniftration of Righteouſneſs, of Life, and of the Spirit; It does not 
offer ro Men.the great Goſpe/ Experiment, whether it is unto them a Sawor of 
L ife unto Life,or of Death unto Death; They have not that high Sawor of the know- 
ledge of Chriſt, that is the Inſtrument of Grace, as by a moſt Divine, and hea- 
venly Suffumigation or Perfume of Life to excite, and bring to Life; ſuch a 
ſtream of Life to give Life from the Spirit; nor on the other ſide, till This be 
Adminiſtred, can it according to this Goſpel Canon, or Rule be ſaid ; That the 
Miniftry of it is a ſavor of Death unto Death; for to whomſoever this high 
{aver of Life is not Adminilſtred, there is not that concluſion to be made, it is 
of Neath unto Death ; herein being the ſtrength of che Criſis, or diſtinRion, 
If the higheſt ſavor of the Goſpel give not Lite, the only flayor of Life 
be not effeual to Life, be but like a dead Savor, effte&t nothing, pro- 
duce nothing of Life ; it muſt needs be argued, ſuch are.unto Death : And 
even th Goſpel Preached, concludes them unto Death, when it does not 
prevail ; it. the moſt irradiant Light of Chriſt the Image of God ſhining to 
Men does not Enlighten 3 Such a hiding demonſtraces fuch Loſt, and 
their Cale Deſperate «. 
Ratio. 
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Rationalizing, Moralizing upon the Goſpel ; yea, Scripture Legalizing upen 
it, without a continual interweaving this high Spiritzality, and rich Grace of 
it, cannot thus Conclude, Seal and Bind up: If the Fountain and Scurces 
of Light and Life be not kept clear, and open ; tho Men do indeed die, and 

riſh for want of Life and Light, yet they are not Sealed and Bound up 
or Death as the true Preaching of the Grace of the Goſpel by this O:rdination 
of God declared here by the Apoſtle, does. The clofe Experiment for wanc 
of this Miniſtration of the New Teſtament is not made ;, For the Apoſtle ſays, 
Who is fufficientſo to Preach the Goſpel,as that it ſhould be; if not a Saver of 
Life unto Life, the principal purpoſe, defign and ſcope of it ; then of Death «n- 
ro Death : This ſufficiency ſaith he, is of God, who hath therein Sufficientized 
to Miniſter the New Teftament, not as of a Letter that Kills ; bur as of the 
Spirit that giveth Life ; ſo that tho it be not indeed to all a Minifration of the 
Spirit giving Life to all ; yet it is not our Male Admiſtration ; for we are by 
ſuch a faithful diſcharge of our ſelves a Savor of Death unto Death, without 
which ſo faithful a Diſcharge, we could not be ſo ; for ſuch a Preaching on- 
ly, as was faid, puts ſuch a Criffs upon Perſons, makes ſuch a Tremer.dous 
Goſpel Experiment, which the only Wiſe God hath yet Ordained, ſhould be 
made by the Free Goſpel Preaching. 

And that thisExperiment may be made;faith theApaſtle; we take great care 
not to allay the high flavor of the Goſpel, by any mixture of the Doctrin of 
Works with that of Grace; as they, who minding thir own Advantages, 
make a Trade of Debaſing,what is moſt Excellent,by vending worſe in Tem- 
perament with Nobler Liquors : But with greateſt Sincerity as im the ſioht of 
God, we bring forth only pure Goſpel Supream Grace ; and. herein we uſe a.l 
. Freedom, Clearneſs, Frankneſs, Opennels and Boldnefs, in manifeſting this : 
No darkned,unintelligible Doublings between Grace and Works; as Moſes who 
veiled fo the Goſpel-part of his Miniſtry, that ic became a Minifration or 
Death : And becauſe Paul knew how diſtaſteful this purity of Preaching is to 
the Condemned World, that would yet be Righteous ; and to the proud and 
ſtately Powers of Reaſon and Free Will : He ſays, we arm our ſelves with a 
Divine Courage, and conſtancy in purſuing this Miniftry ; and will rot on 
any account whatſoever, uſe Art, or Guile ; but with all integrity repreſenc 
Truth in its own Light, and leave to God the Diſcrimination of tlie Loft ; 
to whom . this Preaching is as the Fealouſie-Water, to diſcover them, when 
their very Mind, the higheſt Rational Part, being Blinded by the Grd of 
. this World, find not the Rays of the Glory of the Goſpel of Chriſt, ( who t5 

= Image of God, and all-our PerteRion is Likeneſs to Him ) ſhinizs to 
them. 

Wherein the Apoſtle manifeſtly alludes, to what he had faid of the Supe- 
rior Glory of the. Goſpel to that of the Law, tho that gave ſuch a Glo.y to 
Moſes bis Face: And he alludes alſo to the Veil on Moſes bas- Face upon that 
Glory, and to the Veil on the Hearts of the Jews to this day. Implying, 
Fhat not to receive this Pare Goſpel Light, is like Fewiſh Untelief, who Stam: 
bled at chat Stumbling-Bleck of Exaiting Works, and theic own R:oLteonuſueſs 
above Chrif and Grace. 

I: 
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It is true indeed, this Preaching up of our Forks, Endeavours, relying 
upon our own Aion, is very plauſible, and ſeems to carry greater force, 
as being more a kin to our firſt Conſtitution under the Firff Adam. And of 
this the Apoſtle alſo gives a Secret ( as we ſay ) Gird, when in this fo great 
Point, he interpoſes not without great Deſign ; He Preach not our ſelves. As 
if Preaching, intermingled with Works, and Humane Powers of Holineſs, 
were ſetting up and exalting our ſelvesinto aDominion over mens Conſciences; 
but faith He, we Preach Chriſt the on/yLord,and our ſelves Servants in {o high 
a Miniſtry : And in this Epiſtle, Chap. 11. They who even with defign a- 
gainſt the Grace of the Goſpel, Teach the Law, are as the Apoſtle ſays, in the 
appearance of Angels of Light, and Miniſters of Righteouſneſs, Z:alous enforcers 
_ of Holineſs, and good Lite ; if Fer they {top up: .thefe Springs,:and are 
Enemies of this Grace, they are Falſe Apoſtles, _ Miniters of Satan; Evil 
Workers, as the Apoſtle calls them, in a taunt of their high' precence: to 
Works ; and others for want of true diſtinguiſhing Thoughts, defirous, and 
moſt propended to be Teachers of the Law, and yet dare not deſert the Grand 
Goſpel-Piinciples; Know not what they Speak,nor whereof they affirm; that is, do 
not accurately Think, nor Speak, nor Reconcile themſelves to themſelves ; 
For, the Law good if a Man uſe it Lawfully, that is, according to the Goſpel 
direion of it ; But pure qa Law, is only pointed, ſet againſt thole, 
upon whom _— hath not Effect, who are given up by it as Incurable, 
and unto Death. This I ſpeak not, I appeal to Him, who Searcheth Hearts, 
with Refle&tion on any Perſon, or ſort of Perions; and leaſt upon Mr. 
ETilliams ; of whom I defire much other Eſteem: But to move and perſwade him and all Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel to reconcile all rheir Notions, Diſputes, Preaching the Glorious Goſpel! of 
the Bleſſed God commited t0 their Truſt ; which the Apoſtle hath defined to be rhen ſufficiently 
Preached, when it is Primarily, and till the Goſpel hath remanded the Loſt under rhe aggrava- 
ted Condemnation of the Law, for refuſing the Grace of rhe Goſpel ; *rill rhen, I ſay, the New 
Teſtament is to be Preached, as a Miniſtration of the Spirit, and not of the Letter ; for the 
Letter Killeth, but the Spirit giveth Life, a Miniſtration of Life, not of Death, not of Cor 
demnation, but of Righteouſneſs; which Miniſtration ſhall in a ſhort time be with Open Face, 
and all Veils removed ; the Lord drawing near, and-all Timing to Him, beholding Chriſt the 
Image of God, and the Glory of God, in the Face of Chriſt ; we ſhall be Changed into the ſame 
Image, from the Glory of a lower degree now, to the Glory that ſhall be in perfection, by the 
mighty Effu/ions of that Spirit, who 1s Fehovah, that ſhall ſo ſoon'be. - Now, this high and 
richeſt Goſpel Treaſure we have, ſaith the Apoltle, at the preſent, but in Veſſels of Earth, Men 
of like Corruptions, and guilt; low, and baſe Appearances of outward Conditiotrand State, and 
of the vile and dying Bodies for Sin ; that the excellency of Divine Grace, and Power may 
be Exalted alone throughout, and throughout: For at the preſent we have, as the Apoſtle faith, 
all rhis G/ory, but in hope ; we ſee yer bur as in,a G/aſs, tho with an Open Face, this Glory: 
But when the 4»92/ical Miniitry, Kev. 14. 6+ ſhall in the Kingdom of Chriſt be Miſſioned and 
ſent ont, this M:nitration ſhall ſo Exceed #n Glory, that all other G/ozy of Humane 'Rizhte- 
9:1/n:2(s ſhall utterly Diſappear ; and when it comes, it ſhall for ever Re14in. And this thall 
hb» when the 17Tae! of God, ſhall be Called, and Turn'd to the Lord; and that ſhall be when 
(G-1:tt'e Tries are at an End, as Chrilt ſays, Luke 21, 24+ And when the Ec/zpſe on the 
G-»tile Churches going off they ſhall have a TAngeua, a full Orbed Light, asthiat Word, Rom. 
! 1. 25. Oppoiedro the "nfaue, or Ecizp/e in thar Chapter, properly ftignifies; and All tins hall, 
| 4240 not, begin at 1697+ : 
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